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INTRODUCTION

Th e year 2011 saw the centenary of China’s 
10 October 1911 Revolution that occurred exactly 
one year after Portugal’s 5 October 1910 republican 
revolution. Over and above overthrowing the Qing 
Dynasty, the 1911 Revolution ended the three-
millennia-long imperial tradition of dynastic monarchy 
in China and ushered in Asia’s very fi rst republic, the 
Republic of China. On 1 January 1912, Dr Sun Yat 
Sen 孫逸仙 assumed offi  ce in Nanking (Nanjing) as 
Provisional President, the inaugural head of state of this 
new Republic of China.

In very sharp contrast to the case of nearby 
Hong Kong, another Euro pean enclave on Chinese 
soil located only 60 kilometres away across the Pearl 
River estuary, the Macao dimensions of Sun Yat Sen’s 
revolutionary undertakings have so far remained a 
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much less well-known and rather under-appreciated 
chapter in the chronicles of modern China’s tumultuous 
transformation since the late 19th century. In fact, 
British colonial Hong Kong’s historical role as a 
vital hub in Sun Yat Sen’s quest for a modern China 
through successive revolutionary movements during the 
1895-1925 period has long been widely recognised in 
both domestic scholarship and international research, 
repeat edly emphasised in Chinese school textbooks as 
well as celebrated in popular portrayals and folkloric 
renditions, ranging from various literary genres, music, 
plays, operatic performances, radio/television series and 
movie fi lms. By comparison, the fascinating and no less 
exciting ‘Macao Story’ in the narra tives of the modern 
Chinese revolution simply has never enjoyed any similar 
open acknowledgments and popular acclaims beyond 
Macao’s shores. Indeed, it is justifi able to regard Macao 
as an important off -shore base for Sun Yat Sen’s anti-
Qing undertakings that climaxed in the 10 October 
1911 Uprising to usher in a new republican era for the 
Chinese nation.

As a matter of fact, stretching far from the 
socio-cultural anchorage and functional platform 
of Macao under Portuguese rule, an interesting and 
complex web of external linkages, mainly through the 
Lusophone (Portuguese-speaking) networks garnished 
with far reaching Ibero-Latino outreach, had enriched 
Sun Yat Sen’s revolutionary movements with ideas, 
peoples, examples and experiences as well as resources 
and opportunities from around the globe. Emanating 
from and through Macao, such interactive dynamics 
between Sun Yat Sen and the places-and-peoples of 
the Lusophone spheres on the four continents of Asia, 
Europe, Africa and the Americas constituted an often 
overlooked yet nonetheless signifi cant ‘unsung’ verse 
that underlined the modern Chinese revolution. Th ese 
century-old repertoires of Sino-Lusophone interface 
should provide a very solid historical foundation, 
background reference and informed context to 
enhance fuller understanding of the fast-unfolding 
PRC-Portuguese speaking countries’ co-operative 
relationships as being eff ectively promoted through 
Macao, a unique bilingual/multi-cultural agent and 
transnational ex change hub.

Th is essay aims to highlight some outstanding 
facets and selected salient features that buttress the 
historical signifi cance of the Luso-Macao dimensions of 
Sun Yat Sen’s modern Chinese revolutions. It will adopt 

three major over-arching perspectives and distinctive 
approaches in the following pages:

 (1) To focus on Macao’s unique locale amid the 
geo-political and socio-cultural fabrics in China’s Pearl 
River Delta/Guangdong-Lingnan region, as well as the 
inter-continental Lusophone infl uences underlining 
this Portu guese enclave’s East-West cross-cultural and 
trans-national interactive dynam ics.

 (2) To Look beyond the immediate 1911 events 
(the successful 10 October 1911 anti-Qing uprisings in 
Wuhan, China), to view Macao as a signifi cant source of 
infl uence on Sun Yat Sen’s life and thoughts—his earli est 
window to the world, cradle of new ideas, initial exposure 
to Christianity, valuable hub for revolutionary eff orts, 
and a vital transmission belt for Sun’s revolutionary 
visions and missions for a new China.

 (3) To draw stronger attention to the real 
impact of both the Luso his torical experience (such as 
Portugal’s 5 October 1910 Revolution) and the Eu-
ro-style social democracy ideologies’ infl uence on Sun 
Yat Sen’s revolutionary campaigns for republicanism 
and to build a new China—an independent, uni fi ed, 
modern, strong, wealthy, progressive and, above all, 
free and democratic China.

Reference to the relevant Macao-linked military, 
political and socio-cultural episodes and Macao-related/
based turning points in Sun Yat Sen’s rev olutionary 
repertoire will be cited to illuminate the multi-faceted 
Luso-Macao factor in modern China’s transformation. It 
is perhaps useful to briefl y deline ate here the geopolitical 
realities, the historical foundation and pluralistic socio-
cultural fabrics of Macao under Portuguese rule during 
the 1860s to 1910s half century, when Macao, its people, 
institutions and far-reaching external networks were all 
important facets that shaped the life and work of Sun 
Yat Sen in his revolutionary quest for a new China.

MACAO’S GEOPOLITICAL, HISTORICAL, 
SOCIOECONOMIC AND CULTURAL 
ATTRIBUTES

Despite its minuscule physical and population 
size on China’s periph ery, Macao has been at the 
forefront of the Sino-Luso cross-cultural and trans-
continental economic exchanges spanning nearly half 
a millennium from China’s Ming Dynasty to today. 
Due to its uniquely advantageous geopolitical assets-as 
a strategically located free port for international trade 
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at the Pearl River estuary on China’s southern maritime 
frontier—Macao served as the vital partner for Canton 
(Guangzhou, the provincial capital of Guangdong), 
which was China’s sole legally designated port for 
maritime foreign trade in the Ming-Qing era until the 
post-1842 ‘Treaty Ports’ system that opened up other 
Chinese ports to global traffi  c. From the mid-16th 
century to the mid-19th century, the river port Canton 
and sea port Macao (that were only 68 miles/110 
kilometres apart along the Pearl River) had paired in 
a complemen tary ‘division of labour’ collaboration to 
function closely as a dual-city nexus of late imperial 
China’s key hub for oceanic commerce. Gradually, the 
Portuguese developed four seafaring global trade routes 
starting from the Canton/Macao core: 1. Canton-
Macao-Goa-Lisbon; 2. Canton-Macao-Manila-
Acapulco/ Lima; 3. Canton-Macao-Nagasaki; and 4. 
Canton-Macao-Makassar-Timor. In a sense, Macao, 
in an intimate and mutually benefi cial partnership 
with Canton, had played a distinctive and vital role 
as a major trade centre of China, Asia and the world.

Paralleling the development of these international 
trade links that fuelled its growth, Macao was also vital 
to China’s early modernisation eff orts in the broad 
context of global exchange between civilisations before 
the 1839-1842 Sino-British Opium War that opened 
China to full-scale Western impact. Until then, Macao 
served as the main conduit for the continuous infusion 
of Western learning, knowledge, science and technology 
for three centuries. The 1842 Treaty of Nanking 
(Nanjing) that settled China’s Opium War defeat led 
to the rapid development of Hong Kong under the 
British crown and also the creation of the multilateral 
Treaty Ports system on Chinese soil that lasted a full 
century until 1942.

Historically, Macao under the Portuguese had 
once thrived as an im portant embarkation point 
for Chinese overseas migration traffi  c and as a key 
provisioning supply channel-remittance conduit 
servicing the wide spread global network of overseas 
Chinese communities. In fact, Macao’s Lusophone ties 
had directly facilitated the massive Chinese migratory 
traffi  c to, and trading linkages with, other Portuguese-
speaking areas in Asia (Malacca, Goa and East Timor), 
Africa (Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, São 
Tomé and Príncipe, and Cape Verde) and South 
America (Brazil). Furthermore, by stretching the 
Lusophone ties to regions that had long been culturally 

and linguistically linked to Portugal-neighbouring 
Spain, and by extension, the vast overseas Spanish 
domains in Latin America and the Philippines, a 
much larger ‘Ibero/Luso/Hispanic’ world existed for 
Macao-originated or Macao-processed overseas Chinese 
migration and settlement. Besides Portuguese-speaking 
Brazil, the 19th century Chinese coolie traffi  c to Cuba 
and Peru, both Spanish colonies, was mainly conducted 
through Macao’s port with its exten sive Luso-Ibero ties. 
Such coolie traffi  c developed into a massive business 
on a grand scale and triggered external ramifi cations 
beyond the Sino-Luso realm.

In fact, two decades after the British took 
possession of Hong Kong in 1842 to develop it into 
southern China’s premier international port, a new 
economic landscape emerged to impact Macao. By 
the 1860s, this young Brit ish colony, endowed with a 
superior deep-water natural harbour and buoyed by the 
far larger and more powerful British Empire shipping 
and commercial networks, began to overshadow 
Macao and eventually eclipsed and nearly dis placed 
the Portuguese enclave in Sino-global economic 
links. However, de spite upstart Hong Kong’s rapid 
ascendancy and eventual dominance, Macao was still 
able to retain some of its lucrative functions in the 
Chinese overseas migration traffi  c.

For example, in the three years of 1856-1858, 
at least 19,910 Chinese labourers sailed from Macao 
for overseas servitude. At its peak in 1872, Macao 
‘processed’ some 21,854 Chinese on the outward- 
bound coolie traffi  c, amid an annual average of about 
20,000 during the 1859-1873 period. From 1847 to 
1875, an immense population of Chinese coolies was 
exported, numbering at least 250,000 and possibly 
reaching 500,000. Among them, 99,149 out of the 
150,000 Chinese coolies sent to Cuba departed from 
Macao during these years. In the early 1870s heydays, 
Macao had some 800 ‘coolie lodges’ that temporarily 
housed Chinese labourers awaiting embarkation on 
their overseas voyages aboard ships fl ying the British, 
French, Spanish, Dutch, Peruvian and US fl ags.

Th e outrageously brutal and cruel abuse, especially 
in the workplaces, in the bonded labourers system 
(commonly known as the ‘coolie trade’ and sometimes 
involving involuntary abduction) provoked fierce 
condemnations and protesting outcries from around the 
world. Under heavy international pressure, the British 
government was forced to interfere in the atrocities 
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taking place in coolie shipping sites such as Hong Kong 
and eventually had to take charge and put an end to the 
abusive and inhumane coolie traffi  c. In 1874, London 
prohibited coolie trade in all British territories. Hence, 
the site of ship ping Chinese coolies to Peru and Cuba 
was relocated to Macao, a free port with much lax 
control. Such relocation did not help in alleviating the 
severe problem of coolie abuse. Because of the system’s 
abusive features that resulted in great uprisings by the 
coolies themselves, by and large the Chinese coolie 
trade ended around the turn of the 20th century. Zheng 
Guanyin 鄭觀應, the promi nent Chinese comprador-
entrepreneur and moderniser-reform advocate who 
resided in Macao where he befriended young Sun 
Yat Sen, severely criticised the coolie trade as ‘a great 
evil’ in his writing. Still, Macao had left its signifi cant 
mark as a major dispatching centre on the historical 
Chinese diaspora that constituted a core component 
of the Sino-global interface. Th e Chinese working and 
living abroad later became a crucial external source for 
obtaining ideas, funds, manpower, arms and popular 
support in modern China’s revolutions under Sun Yat 
Sen’s leadership. Indeed, overseas Chinese had often 
been hailed as the ‘mother of the Chinese revolution’ 
by Sun Yat Sen himself.

Until the mid-19th century, besides being the only 
waterborne entry port to the alluring China Market 
and a major hub station on the maritime Silk Road 
for Western traders, Macao performed another crucial 
function as a long-term soft-power transmission belt 
for East-West cultural-religious fusions: it was the base 
for the Jesuits who introduced Catholic Christianity 
to Japan. Furthermore, from the mid-1500s until 
the end of 1999, Macao had enjoyed a distinctive 
legal-administrative status as a Portuguese domain 
that was different from and beyond the reach of 
mainland Chinese jurisdiction, thus yielding greater 
freedom, ample public space with tolerance, and more 
opportunities for the transmission of Western thoughts, 
scientifi c knowledge, technological skills and above 
all progressive ideas on society and government, and 
even radical political ideologies. Some of such external 
cultural-intellectual ‘software’ imports that entered 
China through Macao to shape Chinese hearts and 
minds were naturally of Luso/Iberian origin or stemmed 
from the doctrines and theological underpinnings of 
Catholicism as promoted by the Jesuits. Yet this Macao 
channel also conveyed other secular ideas, in cluding 

continental European social and political visions like 
various schools of socialism, and during the late 19th 
century the Macao newspapers helped to transmit the 
more recent experiences of national liberation wars 
and anti-monarchy revolutions in Europe and Latin 
America. Th is software dimension of Macao’s unique 
contribution to Sino-global interface climaxed near the 
turn of the 20th century, when the enclave’s pluralistic 
cultural hybridity with a tol erant political atmosphere 
under Portuguese rule had made Macao an attrac tive 
asylum and operational hub to progressive Chinese 
intelligentsia of both the reformist persuasion (as 
headed by Kang Youwei 康有為 and Liang Qichao 
梁启超) and the revolutionary camp (as led by Sun 
Yat Sen). More than merely coincidental, the fact that 
Kang, Liang, and Sun were all natives of neighbouring 
counties on the Pearl River Delta western shore 
adjacent to Macao seems to confi rm a most fortuitous 
combination of key elements—strategic geopolitical 
locale, extensive global communication, socio-economic 
and cultural interface, easy access from mainland China 
with human links, under the protective umbrella of 
a non-Chinese jurisdiction—that had enabled and 
empowered Macao to perform as both an active agent 
and an eff ective facilitating platform for mod ern China’s 
revolutionary transformation during the late 19th and 
early 20th century. All these constitute splendid chapters 
in the exciting Macao Story. Th is essay will off er an 
impressionistic sketch of some outstanding features and 
distinctive patterns in the historical roles performed by 
Macao in China’s revolutionary transformation during 
the late 19th to the early 20th century.

SUN YAT SEN’S LUSOMACAO 
CONNECTIONS, 18661912

Th is section will briefl y highlight, in a point-to-
point summary below, some of the main Luso-Macao 
connections in the following ten specifi c areas that 
impacted SunYat Sen’s life, his thoughts and work as 
leader of the mod ern Chinese revolution.

Sun’s personal neighbourhood links with Macao 
Sun Yat Sen was a native of Guangdong province’s 

Xiangshan county (renamed Zhongshan in 1925 in 
honour of his memory) bordering Macao, where his 
father Sun Dacheng (孫达成, 1813-1888) worked as 
a tailor and shoemaker. Th e short land distance (37km) 
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between Macao and the Sun family home village of 
Cuiheng (where he was born in November 1866) in 
Xiangshan had enabled young Sun Yat Sen and other 
family members to make easy visits to his father there. 
Furthermore, during the nine years (1883-1892) when 
Sun Yat Sen attended high school and medical college 
in Hong Kong, his many trips home to visit his folks 
(including his wife whom he married in May 1884) in 
Xiangshan always passed through Macao. In a sense, 
Sun Yat Sen did grow up with a certain ‘Macao Factor’ 
in his childhood and youth. Undoubtedly, his early 
familiarity with Macao the place, its unique hybrid 
socio-cultural milieu and its people.

The Sun family’s extensive direct ties 
to Macao, their second ‘hometown’

To avoid the political turbulence and partisan 
intrigues in side China, Sun Yat Sen’s family (his fi rst 
wife Lu Muzhen 卢慕贞 (1867-1952) with their son 
and two daughters) was relocated from Cuiheng village 
to the safety of Macao in 1913. At that time his elder 
brother Sun Mei 孫眉 (1854-1915, who encouraged 
the young Sun Yat Sen at age twelve to attend school in 
Honolulu, Hawaii) also lived in Macao where he went 
into business and organised a fi shermen’s association 
there until he died in Macao in February 1915, aged 60. 
In March 1913, Sun Yat Sen’s eldest daughter Sun Yan 
孫延 (1894-1913) died from illness at home in Macao, 
a few days after Sun’s brief visit there. After Sun Yat Sen’s 
death in March 1925, Mme. Lu continued to re side in 
Macao with her family (younger daughter Sun Wan 孫
婉 (1896-1979, who resided in Macao continuously 
from late 1949 to her demise in 1979) until her own 
death in 1952. She was buried in Macao, where the 
Sun family residence at 1 Rua Silva Mendes has since 
become, after extensive renovation, a museum, run by 
pro-Kuomintang (KMT) organs, bearing the name ‘Dr 
Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall’. 

The Sun family was able to enjoy relative 
tranquillity and security in Macao, even during the 
1937-1941 Sino-Japanese War/1941-1945 Pacifi c War 
phases of World War II, due to Portuguese neutrality 
that saved Macao from Hong Kong’s sad fate of 
Japanese military occupation of three years and eight 
months. Th e 1946-1949 Chinese civil war and the 
1 October 1949 establishment of the PRC in China 
mainland under the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
did not disrupt the Sun family as long-time Macao 

residents. Two Luso realpolitik factors underlined the 
Lisbon-Beijing diplomatic links that began only in 
1976 to replace Portugal’s offi  cial ties with the Republic 
of China (in exile in Taiwan since 1949). First, Cold 
War concerns of the sternly anti-Communist Salazar 
regime that was a NATO founding member in 1949 
and also close to Spain’s ultra-conservative Franco 
regime (which established diplomatic ties with Beijing 
only in 1973). Second, Lisbon’s April 1974 ‘Carnation 
Revolu tion’ that collapsed the Salazarian dictatorship 
and launched a decolonisation process to end the 
Portuguese colonial empire.

Macao offered Sun’s earliest exposure 
to the Western World

It was during his visits to Macao as a child that 
Sun Yat Sen had his initial direct encounter with the 
world beyond China. Th e many new and defi nitely 
foreign objects, persons, sights and sounds in Macao, 
particularly those of Westerners, Western architecture 
as well as Luso-style institutions, facilities and under-
takings, that young Sun Yat Sen saw and experienced 
fi rsthand should have impacted his heart and mind. 
Sun’s earliest impression of a major Western re ligion 
and its related physical structure as embodied in 
the Catholic churches and their socio-educational 
programs also took place in Macao. Such exposure 
to Christianity in Macao predated Sun Yat Sen’s 
1879-1883 schooling in Hawaii where he enrolled 
the Church of England’ Iolani School and became 
attract ed to the Protestant faith that led to his 1883 
baptism in a Congregational church. As such, the 
crucial Western influences that shaped Sun, his 
revolutionary visions and missions, must be traced 
back to a seldom-acknowledged fact of his childhood’s 
initial Luso-Macao experience of East-West exchange 
and fusion of cultures, values and norms, ‘software’ 
elements and enveloping at mosphere that set Macao 
apart from other Chinese cities. In a sense, Macao was 
the starting point for Sun’s world journey. In fact, it 
was from Macao that he sailed to Honolulu in 1879 
on his fi rst ever sojourn outside China and Asia.

Sun’s early medical practice in Macao, -
Perhaps the best known among Sun Yat Sen’s 

various Luso-Macao links was his medical practice and 
pharmacy operation in Macao starting in autumn 1892, 
soon after his graduation from medical school in Hong 
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Kong. Besides serving his half-day morning duty at the 
Kiang Wu Hospital (founded in 1871 as a charity by 
local Chinese elites to off er traditional Chinese medical 
services to Chinese resi dents), Dr Sun Yat Sen also 
ran a private practice in his own clinic located near 
Macao downtown to off er consultation and treatment 
to patients, often free of charge. In addition, with a 
loan of some 1,440 taels of silver from Kiang Wu as 
approved by its directors in December 1892, Sun also 
established on 17 July 1892 an Sino-West Pharmacy 
(Farmácia Chong Sai, Zhongxi yaoju 中西藥局) to 
dispense Western medicines, often free of charge (recent 
eff orts have located Sun’s clinic at No. 14A Largo do 
Senado and his pharmacy at No. 80 Rua das Estalagens 
in Macao today). From such three-pronged professional 
experience as a physi cian of Western medicine, the fi rst 
of any Chinese in Macao, Sun proactively reached out 
into the local community to establish strong ties with 
leading Chinese mercantile elites and build friendships 
with some Macanese intellectu als that were to become 
very useful human networks and funding sources for 
his later revolutionary activities, both pre- and post-
October 1911.

Despite public acclaim and growing renown for 
his service, Sun’s Macao sojourn as a physician was 
rather brief, lasting less than two years. Sun ended 
his medical practice in Macao and left for Canton 
in January 1894 due to the legal requirement that all 
Western medical doctors practicing in Macao must 
obtain offi  cial license based on Portuguese-approved 
professional quali fications. Besides the squeezing 
pressure from the local Portuguese physicians who 
ensured local pharmacies would refuse Sun’s Western 
medicine prescrip tions, Sun Yat Sen also suffered 
another rivalry ‘jealous factor’, that from among Kiang 
Hu’s traditional Chinese medical practitioners who 
had the support of some more conservative Kiang Wu 
directors who disliked Sun’s ideas for radi cal changes. 
A front page article “Hospital China de Macau” 
appeared in the 19 December 1893 Portuguese and 
Chinese editions of the Echo Macaense weekly strongly 
faulted Kiang Wu’s shortcomings but stressed the major 
improvements aff ected by Dr Sun Yat Sen since his 
recent arrival. Th is refl ected Sun’s tensions with the 
Kiang Wu old guards.

Sun’s public affairs publishing began 
with the ECHO in Macao, 

Paralleling his medical practice, Macao served as 
the launching site for another milestone in Sun’s path 
toward revolution: that of his vigorous advocacy and 
public discourse through the press to promote popular 
awareness of China’s survival crisis and the urgent 
imperative for sweeping changes through reform and 
revolution. Th is was manifested in the inauguration of 
a new bilingual weekly, Echo Macaense, that published 
separate editions in Portu guese and Chinese. Th is 
publication was founded in 1893 by Sun’s Macanese 
friend Francisco Hermenegildo Fernandes (1863-
1923, born in Macao to a local Portuguese father and 
a Chinese mother), whose family operated a printing 
press in Macao (the Typographia Mercantil, established 
by his father Nicolau Tolentino Fernandes who was 
the long-term printer for the Macao government’s 
Offi  cial Gazette). Carrying news reports, current aff airs 
commentaries and advertise ments, the Echo appeared 
every Wednesday. Its Portuguese edition was published 
from the fi rst issue on 18 July 1983 to the last issue 
on 17 September 1899. But its Chinese edition had 
a shorter run of publishing only 125 issues, from 
18 July 1893 to 25 December 1895. Published in 

Lu Muzhen, Sun Yat Sen’s first wife.
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Macao, the actual circulation of the Echo reached far 
and wide, to Hong Kong, cities in mainland China, 
Dutch East Indies, Singapore, Malaya, the Philippines 
and Portugal.

Undoubtedly, the Echo served as an important 
public forum for Sun Yat Sen to openly air his views 
on Chinese affairs from a committed reformist-
revolutionary perspective. While the full extent of 
Sun Yat Sen’s actual involvement with the editorial 
matters of the Echo still awaits very clear and detailed 
confi rmation, his collabo rative links to this weekly 
were fi rmly evidenced in three aspects in the contents 
of the weekly and its distribution: (a) from time to 
time it published Sun’s articles (under a pseudonym) 
on various topics; (b) it often carried items related 
to Sun’s medical practice; and (c) Sun’s clinic and his 
Sino-West Pharmacy were both listed as among the 
weekly’s own subscription/distribution points. In fact, 
the Echo did become a very useful medium to publicise 
Sun Yat Sen’s med ical practice in Macao. Appearing 
in the pages of the Echo were advertisements listing 
the address of Sun’s clinic and his consultation hours, 
along with stories lauding his successful treatment of 
long-term illness and cases of serious disease as well as 
open acknowledgements of profound gratitude from 
recovered patients. Whether Sun Yat Sen’s departure 
from Macao in early 1894 had any di rect bearing on the 
termination of the Echo Chinese edition’s publication at 
the end of 1895 remains a question to be answered with 
confi rmed facts. Still it should be noted that only six 
weeks before it ceased publication (on 25 December), 
the Echo Chinese edition’s 6 November 1895 issue 
carried a telegraphy news item from Canton reporting 
on Sun Yat Sen’s fi rst anti-Qing armed uprising there on 
26 October, and its brief 702-character text mentioned 
Su by name as Sun Wen 孫文 and Sun Yat Sen. Also 
note worthy is the fact that the same date’s Chinese 
edition printed on its front page an essay ‘Preface to 
the Agricultural Studies Association’ written by Sun Yat 
Sen. Th e Echo Portuguese edition had already reported 
one week earlier in its 30 October 1895 issue news on 
the Canton uprising.

Sun’s interface with Macao-based 
reformer-thinker Zheng Guanying

Some of the major ideological infl uences shaping 
Sun Yat Sen’s visions for China’s national salvation 
came from Macao-based entrepreneur-reformer-

thinker Zheng Guanying (1842-1922). A Xiangshan 
native like Sun, Zheng’s family had lived in Macao 
for generations. Zheng studied in Macao during 
his youth and mastered the English language before 
going to Shanghai at age seventeen to learn business. 
After his service as comprador in major British 
trading fi rms’ Shanghai offi  ces, Zheng developed a 
distinguished career in co-founding and managing 
modern enterprises like telegraph lines, textile plants 
and a paper mill as parts of the modernisation projects 
sponsored by senior Qing offi  cial Li Hongzhang 李鴻
章 (1823-1901).

In late 1886, Zheng returned to his Macao 
residence (the Mandarin’s House) located at N°. 10 
Travessa de Antonio da Silva. Th ere, Zheng shared his 
thoughts in an acclaimed volume of collected essays 
Shengshi Weiyan 盛世危言 (Words of Warning in 
Times of Prosperity) published in 1894. In this book, 
Zheng argued that ‘a country must create wealth to 
become strong; and wealth comes from encouraging 
economic and industrial developments, putting 
emphasis in education, quicken legislation, respect 
ethics and political reformation’. Such ideas made 
strong impact on the Qing Emperor Guangxu 光绪, 
reformers Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao, as well as 
revolutionaries Sun Yat Sen and even Mao Ze dong 毛
澤東. It could be argued that at this 1892-1894 Macao 
phase of Sun’s intellectual exploration and political 
quest, he was attracted to some reformist ideas and 
ideals, especially the progressive advocacy of pragmatist 
reforms as proposed by Zheng Guanying.

In fact, because of his personal rapport with 
and intellectual admiration for Sun Yat Sen, Zheng 
included in his volume Sun’s penetrative analysis ‘On 
Agrarian Eff orts’ and other essays. Furthermore, Zhang 
was instrumental in assisting Sun with the drafting 
and actual transmission of Sun’s June 1894 letter to 
Li Hungzhang (who was then based in Tianjin) that 
urged sweeping reforms to rescue China from a national 
survival crisis due to domestic backwardness and 
foreign encroachment. Li’s dismissive response to Sun’s 
suggested reforms had, in hindsight, the decisive eff ect 
of ending in Sun Yat Sen’s mind any linger ing notions 
for reforming the Qing regime. Th is abortive last-ditch 
attempt at reformism crucially transformed Sun from 
toying with reformist possibilities into a dedicated 
revolutionary fi rmly committed to the overthrow of 
Qing dy nastic rule and the total liquidation of China’s 
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traditional system of autocratic monarchy in order to 
establish a new democratic republican polity. Within a 
few months of his departure from Macao and his letter 
to Li, Sun Yat Sen es tablished his fi rst revolutionary 
organ, the Revive China Society in Honolulu, at the end 
of 1894. As such, this Macao interlude constituted an 
extremely signifi cant turning point in Sun’s ideological 
odyssey-revolutionary quest.

Sun’s ‘politicisation’ of Chinese intellectuals 
and mercantile elite in Macao

Th e early seeds for Sun Yat Sen’s attempt at 
revolutionary mobilisa tion in Macao were sowed in the 
period preceding Sun’s medical practice there. While 
still a medical school student in Hong Kong, Sun 
often came to Macao, not just during his homecoming 
trips to and from his family in Xianshan, but for the 
specifi c purpose of holding intensive discussions with 
his fellow radical cohorts who were keen to change 
China. Among his three close peers, who together 
with Sun formed the quartet popularly known as ‘Th e 
Four Desperados’, was Yang Heling 楊鶴齡, a young 
man from a mercantile family that ran a business in 
Hong Kong’s Central district and also kept a residence 
in Macao. Besides frequent gatherings at Yang’s Hong 
Kong premise, this radical intelligentsia quartet often 
met at Yang’s Macao residence, commonly labelled 
‘the Yang Four Desperados Hall’. Th us Sun already 
had some contacts with Macao’s Chinese intellectual 
circles and mercantile elements even before start ing his 
medical practice there in 1892.

As an early advocate of Chinese republicanism, 
Sun aimed at promot ing a China-oriented ‘politicisation’ 
with proto-revolutionary tints among Macao’s Chinese 
intellectuals and mercantile elite. In this regard, Sun was 
sev eral years ahead of the ‘constitutionalist-reformers’ 
headed by Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao who were 
active in Macao during 1897-1903, right before 
and soon after their abortive 1898 ‘Hundred Days 
Reform’. Besides estab lishing a school to recruit and 
train potential followers, these reformers also published 
a Chinese newspaper Zhi Xin Bao 知新報 (New 
Knowledge Journal ) (from 1897 to 1901) to publicise 
their reformist ideas for a modern China under a 
British-style constitutional monarchy. Such moderate 

reformism appealed to some local Chinese intellectuals 
and conservative businessmen who found Sun Yat 
Sen’s by then advocacy for and actual engagement in 
armed revolutionary uprisings too radical and violent. 
Near the turn of the 20th century, Sun Yat Sen had 
moved beyond the pragmatic reformism proposed 
by Zheng Guanying. As suggested by some scholars, 
a key factor behind Sun’s 1894 exit from Macao was 
the lack of support for his proto-revolutionary ideas 
among many local Chinese community leaders, some 
of them Kiang Wu directors who were not displeased 
with the departure of this young Western medicine 
man from their hospital. Yet there were signifi cant 
exceptions among local Chinese elites, like the four 
Lu brothers (sons of gaming mogul Lou Kau/Lu Jiu 
盧九 (Lou Wa Sio/Lu Huashao 盧华绍, 1837-1906), 
especially the eldest one Lou Lim Iok/Lu Lianru 盧廉
若 (1878-1927) creator of the Lou Lim Iok Garden, was 
a very keen Sun supporter) who rallied to Sun’s cause 
with funds and played active roles in his revolution ary 
undertakings.

Sun’s interface with the Luso-Macanese 
community in Macao

Th e lesser known record of Sun Yat Sen’s interface 
with the Portuguese-Macanese community in Macao, 
from the governor, colonial offi  cials and political elites 
to professionals and common folks, is an area deserving 
much greater academ ic attention and documentary 
eff orts. A key fact to keep in mind is that, unlike the 
British colonial authorities in Hong Kong, the Luso 
offi  cialdom in Macao had never legally banished Sun 
Yat Sen from their domain.

Better known is Sun’s collaboration with 
Francisco Fernandes in launching a Chinese edition 
of the weekly newspaper Echo in 1893. Th ey be-
came friends before 1892, when both were in Hong 
Kong where Sun was a medical school student while 
Fernandes was working as a court interpreter. As 
can be seen in his Echo articles and commentaries, 
Fernandes strongly embraced the calls to reform and 
even drastically change Portugal’s policy while he was 
also critical of Luso-Macao regime misdeeds. His pro-
revolutionary stance easily propelled his strong support 
for Sun’s anti-Qing cause. Furthermore, Fernandes was 
a Freemason, the same as the fi rst Luso republican era 
Macao Governor Álvaro de Melo Machado (in offi  ce 
1910-1912). In fact, some of Sun’s Western supporters Dr Sun Yat Sen Memorial House in Macao.
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and sympathisers were also Freemasons, whose ranks 
might even have included Sun Yat Sen himself. Sun’s 
links with such secretive organs and hidden networks 
in and through Macao remain little known, unlike 
his extensive ties with many Chinese secret society 
elements in Hong Kong and in overseas Chinese 
communities. In 1893, Fernandes, together with 
another of Sun’s Macanese good friends, the lawyer 
António Joaquim Bastos, interceded with Governor 
Custódio Borja on Sun’s behalf for offi  cial permission 
to practice Western medicine in Macao. While the 
Governor was sympathetic, he did not grant Sun 
the desired medi cal license that required Portuguese 
professional credentials. Less than a year after he left 
Macao, Sun Yat Sen established the Revive China 
Society in Hono lulu in late 1894. From its branches 
in Hong Kong and Macao, Sun and his comrades 
prepared for their fi rst anti-Qing uprising, an attack 
on Canton in October 1895. When this insurrection 
failed, Sun escaped from Canton to Macao. Very soon 
afterward, with Fernandes’ assistance, Sun managed to 
go to Hong Kong secretly and then from there sailed 
to Japan. To aid Sun’s urgent exit, Fernandes even 
persuaded Macao Governor José Horta e Costa not 
to take any action (as demanded by Qing offi  cials) on 
the ‘rumours’ that Sun was hiding in Macao after the 
failed Canton attack. 

Sun did not return to Macao until nearly 
seventeen years later in spring 1912, after he had 
stepped down as the provisional president of the new 
Republic of China. On this visit, Sun was very warmly 
welcomed by the Macao authorities, his Macanese and 
Chinese friends, and the local mercantile elites. On 
his triumphant return to Macao, Sun Yat Sen resided 
in the Spring Grass Pavillion (Chun cao tang 春草堂) 
inside the Lou Lim Iok Garden, testifying to his strong 
personal bonds with the Lu family (whose brothers were 
Revolutionary Alliance members and major donors of 
funds). Sun was offi  cially honoured with a large-scale 
public reception at the Military Club attended by 
Governor Álvaro Machado and many local Portuguese, 
Macanese and Chinese leaders. Sun again stayed in 
the Pavilion on his next and also last Macao visit in 
June 1913. It was a very brief stopover to see his ailing 
daughter Sun Wan while on his way from Shanghai to 
Hong Kong to campaign against the dictatorship of 
Yuan Shikai 袁世凱 (Sun’s successor as president of 
the new republic).

Macao as anti-Qing propaganda/operation 
hub and asylum/es cape route

From the very start until 1912, Macao had been a 
vital site for vari ous anti-Qing undertakings sponsored 
by Sun Yat Sen’s principal anti-dynastic organs, the 
Revive China Society and later, the Revolutionary 
Alliance that was established in 1905. Among the key 
sites in Sun’s global revolutionary net works, Macao 
had performed a host of valuable hub functions: (a) 
a key base, useful sourcing/transmission station and 
major outlet for Sun’s transnational anti-Qing press-
propaganda machine; (b) an international clearing 
house and mobilisation point for Sun’s recruitment of 
anti-Qing partisans and the collec tion of funds both in 
the Pearl River Delta (PRD) and from overseas Chinese 
com munities, especially those in Luso-Ibero areas; (c) 
a useful clandestine transit channel for the smuggling 
of arms, funds, personnel and information; (d) a 
strategic cross-border operational centre, launching 
pad-command post for Sun’s various armed insurrection 
schemes in Guangdong (like the April 1911 Canton 
‘Yellow Flower Mount’ Uprising); and last but defi nitely 
not the least, (e) a much-needed asylum, escape route 
and pausing haven for Sun’s comrades in the aftermath 
of abortive plots and failed insurrections. A key local 
hub for the Revolutionary Alliance partisans’ anti-
Qing personnel recruitment and fund raising/transfer 
activities in Macao was located at No. 21 Rua de 
Volong.

Worthy of attention is the ‘culturalistic and 
intellectualistic’ oriented approach adopted by Sun’s 
comrades in their initial efforts to arouse public 
awareness of China’s plight and to galvanise popular 
support for their revolu tionary cause. Refl ecting their 
own intellectual background and inclination, their 
earlier attempts at wide-spread dissemination of anti-
Qing propaganda in Macao were mainly conducted 
through the setting up of various ‘front’ or gans for 
communication-education, like a public reading room, 
a school, and a newspaper. More ingeniously creative, 
in view of the relatively high rate of illiteracy among 
the local Chinese populace, particularly the grassroots, 
Sun’s partisans resorted to spreading the message via live 
entertainment-style ‘oral and visual’ performances. For 
such purposes, some orators-agitators were deployed 
to deliver arousing speeches on public aff airs issues to 
the passen gers on the Macao-Hong Kong ferryboats. 
Also new-style Cantonese opera companies playing a 
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current aff airs-themed repertoire with revolutionary 
tints were dispatched to stage performances in cities and 
towns through the Pearl River Delta. Th ese were indeed 
revolutionary breakthroughs in mass commu nication 
via novel ‘info-tainment’ delivery for a revolutionary 
cause.

Another major contribution of Macao to the 
success of the 1911 Revo lution was its vital role as the 
planning, mobilisation, supply and operational base for 
the formation of a 3000-strong anti-Qing ‘Xiang(shan) 
Army’ from among the county’s militia and secret 
society members to mount armed as saults to liberate 
the Xiangshan county seat and the provincial capital 
of Can ton soon after the 10 October Wuhan uprising. 
Xiangshan county’s anti-Qing armed uprising in broke 
out in Xiaolan on 2 November 1911. Th ree days later, 
on 5 November, the Xiangshan revolutionaries scored 
a crucial breakthrough when they engineered the 
defection of 2000 Qing New Army troops stationed in 
Qianshan, near the Macao border. Th ese ex-New Army 
soldiers formed the bulk of the Xiang Army that took 
Xiangshan’s county seat. Th ey soon moved north to 
seize control of Canton. While the Xiang Arm’s local 
military campaign lasted only a few days but it was the 
fi rst anti-Qing armed uprising in Guangdong following 
the Wuhan 10 October events. Th e Xiang Army’s 
military victories helped to place the control of Canton 
and hence the entire Guangdong province fi rmly in the 
hands of Sun’s Revolutionary Alliance comrades. In a 
very profound sense, this laid a signifi cant historical 
foundation for the ‘Canton Decade’ of 1917-1926 
during which Sun Yat Sen thrice (in 1917, 1921 and 
1923) established his revolutionary regimes in Canton, 
where the Northern Expedition that eventually (if only 
nominally) unifi ed China under his Kunmintang was 
launch in summer 1926.

Macao as a channel for Luso-Euro ideologies 
and revolutionary experience

Perhaps much less visible but defi nitely of some 
signifi cance in the shaping of Sun Yat Sen’s thoughts, 
especially his well-known ‘Th ree Peo ple’s Principles’ 
(that later became enriched as the KMT’s official 
doctrine and ideological orthodoxy) was Macao’s 
transmission belt and interface platform functions in 
trans-national and cross-cultural exchange of politico-
socio-eco nomic ideas and relevant historical experience. 
Specifi cally, it would be of great interest to know the 

direct impact and indirect eff ects of major develop-
ments in the early 20th century Portuguese revolutionary 
repertoire as stimulants to Sun Yat Sen’s own revolution 
for a new China. Two key turning point events in 
Portugal deserve special attention in this context—the 1 
February 1908 assassination of King Carlos and Crown 
Prince Luis Filipe in Lisbon, and then the 5 October 
1910 Revolution that deposed King Manuel II and 
ended Portugal’s monarchy forever. To commemorate 
Portugal’s 5 October 1910 Revolution, a long street in 
the town centre on Macao Peninsula was named Rua 
de Cinco de Outubro and another major road along 
the river front on Coloane Island was called Avenida 
de Cinco de Outubro. Still bearing the same name, 
both are heavily traffi  cked in the Macao SAR today; 
yet very few local Chinese residents, including those 
who frequently pass through or walk along them, can 
tell the story behind the street name. In sharp contrast, 
most of them know quite well the thoroughfare running 
along Macao’s Outer Harbour/Nape area waterfront 
‘Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen’ honours the ‘Father of the 
Chinese Republic’ with his ties to the city.

In a similar light, it will be of both academic and 
realpolitik interests to trace some of the major external 
ideological inputs that had enriched and but tressed Sun 
Yat Sen’s own notions of, and actionable agenda on, 
the fundamental question of ‘the people’s livelihood’ 
which constitutes one of the three key planks in his 
Th ree People’s Principles.

Contrary to commonly held but not entirely 
accurate assumptions that Sun’s Three People’s 
Principles were akin to US President Abraham Lincoln’s 
three-point dictum (as stated in the fi nal line of his 19 
November 1863 Gettysburg Address) on ‘Government 
of the People, by the People and for the People’, among 
Sun’s Th ree People’s Principles, only one, the second 
principle on ‘democracy’ is directly related to the 
Lincolnian dictum. Th e other two of Sun’s principles 
on ‘national sovereignty’ as actualised in China’s full 
inde pendence and territorial integrity and on ‘people’s 
livelihood’ as achieved by the creation of commonly 
shared wealth among all Chinese people through a 
fair, free, equitable and progressive economic system, 
cannot be directly linked to the American dictum 
even after some attempts at over-stretching and re-
interpretation. Rather, Sun Yat Sen’s main ideas on 
the ‘livelihood’ is sue clearly contain elements from the 
teachings of Henry George, a British thinker of political 
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economy and forefather of Fabianism, as well as some 
key precepts from various schools of social democracy 
and democratic socialism that enjoyed considerable 
popularity in Western European intellectual circles and 
among progressive political partisans in the late 19th and 
early 20th cen tury. How much and how far had these 
ideas and theories been able to move from London, 
Paris, Amsterdam, Brussels and Berlin to reach Lisbon 
and then be re-transmitted to Macao for diff usion to 
the Chinese reformers and revolu tionaries active in this 
Luso enclave remain unclear. Yet such a ‘travel of ideas’ 
is worthy of further scholarly investigation as this will 
yield a more informed portrayal of external intellectual-
ideological lineage with certain Euro-centric origins 
and also will provide a much-needed supplement and 
even counter balance to the long held over-emphasis on 
the American infl uence on Sun Yat Sen’s thoughts and 
visions for China’s transformation.

CLOSING OBSERVATIONS: THE LUSO
MACAO FACTOR IN MODERN CHINA’S 
REVOLUTION

Th is essay off ers a preliminary analytical sketch 
to illuminate some of the key features and distinctive 
patterns in colonial Macao’s rather complex and layered 
multiple historical roles in Sun Yat Sen’s revolutionary 
movements during the late Qing era to early 1912 
when China entered a new republican era. Macao 
under Portuguese rule functioned as an early incubation 
site and an important operational hub in Sun Yat 
Sen’s anti-Qing revolutionary under taking until up 
and through early 1912 when the Republic of China 
was inaugurated. Later on this Portuguese enclave 
performed dual roles in Sun’s continuous revolutionary 
struggles for a new, independent and unifi ed China, 
fi rst as a base for anti-warlord manoeuvres and then 
as an anti-imperialist attack target in the various 
early 1920s Sino-Luso confl icts amid Sun’s National 
Revolution against imperialism and warlordism until 
Sun’s death in March 1925.

Hopefully, this Macao-focused historical 
delineation will also add some refreshingly new 
perspectives to promote a better-informed and more 
balanced discourse on the core-periphery conceptual 
construct and the ‘re gional vs. central’ dichotomy 
narratives as an integral part of a timely aca demic 
reappraisal of the modern Chinese revolutions 

in this year of the 1911 Revolution centenary 
commemoration. Located on China’s southern 
coastal periphery far from the central seat of dynastic 
administration in the late im perial Chinese power 
locus, Macao has been at the core of the Sino-Luso/
Sino-Western cross-cultural exchange. At the other 
end of this Macao-based external linkage was Portugal 
situated on the Atlantic shore on Europe’s southwestern 
edge. Yet it was precisely this remarkable long-distance, 
periphery-to-periphery interface between Macao and 
Lisbon that functioned eff ectively for three centuries 
as the Chinese Empire’s main exchange platform and 
principal maritime pipeline for transnational interactive 
dynamics with both the Euro centric Western world 
and the inter-continental Luso Empire encompassing 
domains beyond Europe in far away Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. Th us, this Sino-Luso linkage through 
Macao became a vastly extensive and genuinely multi-
continental Sino-Luso-global network radiating from 
Macao, which, despite its periphery locale, lies at the 
very heart of this China-world encounter. Such vibrant 
functional externality and pluralistic cosmopolitan 
tolerance enriched Macao and equipped it for ex-
traordinary contributions to modern China’s historical 
transformation at the turn of the 20th century.

In fact, Macao had performed multiple crucial 
functions in the life and career of Sun Yat Sen as 
modern China’s pre-eminent revolutionary leader, 
founder of the Kuomintang and ‘Father of the 
Republic of China’. As sum marised above in Section 
III, Macao had served certain meaningful purposes 
and performed diff erent vital functions in various 
developmental phases of Sun Yat Sen’s life and work as: 
(1) Sun’s immediate, adjacent ‘foreign’ neighbourhood 
with early personal links; (2) the Sun family’s second 
‘hometown’ with extensive direct and long-term ties; 
(3) the earliest window for Sun’s exposure to the outside 
world, especially Western ideas and institutions (4) 
the locale of Sun’s early (1892-1894) medical practice 
and pharmacy operation, with attempts at community 
outreach; (5) the base for Sun’s initial public aff airs 
publish ing via the Echo in 1893; (6) the venue that 
enabled Sun’s interface with local reformer-thinker 
Zheng Guanying; (7) a testing ground for Sun’s 
enlistment of local Chinese intellectuals and mercantile 
elite to his anti-Qing cause; (8) strategic platform for 
Sun’s interface with Luso-Macanese elites to support 
his revolutionary activities; (9) as an important anti-
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Qing propaganda and opera tion hub as well as an 
asylum and escape route for Sun’s partisanship after 
failed insurrections; and (10) as a transmission channel 
for Luso-experience in re publican revolution and Euro-
style progressive ideologies that impacted Sun’s own 
visions and missions for a new China.

Some aspects of these multiple Luso-Macao 
linkages with and contri butions to Sun’s anti-Qing 
undertakings have been well documented in offi  cial 
Chinese commemorative literature, clearly amplifi ed 
in domestic and international academic studies, and 
repeatedly trumpeted in popular patriotic folklores.

Less well known is the fact that in modern China’s 
early republican era, Macao under Luso rule continued 
to be of direct relevance to Sun Yat Sen’s quest for 
an independent, united, modern, strong, free and 
democratic China against the twin evils of warlordism 
and imperialism. In fact, like in the pre-1912 period, 
Macao again functioned as a highly convenient off -
shore mobilisation base and escape asylum for Sun’s 
Kuomintang (KMT) comrades in their struggles 
against Yuan Shikai’s dictatorship during 1913-1916. 
After their anti-Yuan armed resistance in South China 
failed in late 1913, many KMT activists took refuge in 
Macao while Sun fl ed to Japan (as he was again banned 
from Hong Kong by the British colonial regime). Upon 
taking offi  ce on 10 June 1914, Macao Governor José 
Carlos da Maia rejected the Yuan regime’s request to 
extradite the Sun partisans to China mainland. Two 
years later, soon after Yuan’s death on 6 June 1916, 
Sun Yat Sen expressed (in a letter written in French 
dated 23 June 1916) his gratitude to Maia for off ering 
safe haven to his comrades in Macao. Sun’s letter did 
not mention his camp’s two failed anti-Yuan military 
campaigns involving Macao. First was the 5 February 
1916 expedition from Macao to attack Canton by 
several dozen armed partisans led by Sun’s lieutenant in 
charge of Guangdong operations Zhu Zhixin 朱執信 
(1885-1920), who had operated in Macao (from No. 
32 Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida) since 
autumn 1914. Th en the March 1916 plot to capture 
the Guangdong fl eet cruiser Shao Ho (Zhaohe 肇和, 
2640 tons) near Canton as mounted by three dozen 
‘overseas Chinese braves’ who adhered in Macao (at 
the Teatro Vitória on Calçada Oriental in town centre) 
three days earlier. At dawn on 7 March, disguised as 
passengers on board they at fi rst seized a Chinese ferry 
sailing overnight from Macao upstream to Canton on 

the Pearl River but then they failed to steer (amid rapid 
currents at low tide) the ferry along side Shao Ho for 
the boarding assault.

Even after the Yuan Shikai clique’s control over 
Guangdong ended in October 1916, Sun Yat Sen 
still very much relied on Macao as a key off -shore 
mobilisational site for realpolitik manoeuvers on the 
mainland. For example, in order to regain control of 
Gangdong province, Sun Yat Sen dispatched his son 
Sun Ko/Sun Ke 孫 科 (1895-1973) in July 1919 to 
establish a fi eld offi  ce in Macao (at no. 10 Rua de Inácio 
Baptista) to instigate a mutiny among the Guangdong 
army and navy against the Guangxi warlords who 
dominated Canton. Sun Ko’s eff orts in and from Macao 
led to the mid-1920 defection of the gunboat Chiang Ta 
(Jiangda 江大) that sailed south from Canton toward 
Zhongshan. While pausing in Macao to load coal, it 
was intercepted by a local Portuguese warship acting on 
Canton’s request to detain the mutinous vessel. In its 
desperate breakout manoeuvers, Chiang Ta beached on 
the sand bars off  Coloane Island. Among the gunboat’s 
offi  cers and ratings who came ashore in Macao, sixteen 
were shot at and killed by the Portuguese forces. An 
earlier shelling from the Luso warship hit and killed 
a single Chinese sailor on the Chiang Ta. Among the 
Chiang Ta naval personnel who had survived, over 
thirty were jailed by the Luso-Macao regime while nine 
managed to escaped unharmed. Th e jailed sailors were 
released in late 1920 after Sun’s forces took Guangdong 
and negotiated with the Macao offi  cialdom. Eventually 
in 1921, the bodies of the sixteen mariners slained in 
Macao were buried in Canton’s naval cemetery, thus 
closing a tragic chapter strained with Chinese blood 
in Sun Yat Sen’s Luso-Macao interface. Th ese post-
1911 incidents vividly illuminated Macao’s strategic 
value as an operational hub, platform and conduit in 
Sun Yat Sen’s revolutionary undertakings and popular 
mobilisations long after the Qing dynastic demise.

On the other side of the coin was an equally 
signifi cant but far less emphasised dimension of the 
Macao and Sun Yat Sen interactive dynamics—Macao 
itself as a prime target for Sun’s revolutionary struggles 
in the early republican years. Colonial Macao under 
Portuguese administration remained very much and 
always at heart a Chinese community populated 
overwhelmingly by Cantonese immigrants who 
constituted over 90% of the populace in the enclave 
behind the Luso-style veneer of Western architecture. 

new RCI.41.SG.11.03.indd   103 6/6/13   12:42 PM



104 Revista de Cultura � 41 � 2013

MING K. CHAN

ESTUDOS DE MACAU

Most of Macao’s Chinese residents were not local-
born; non-Portuguese and non-Luso citizens who still 
maintained their intimate and extensive socio-cultural-
economic ties with their native place-ancestral home. 
Th ey were but tressed by their undoubted homeland 
loyalty, patriotic pride and nationalis tic allegiance 
toward China, the nation, its people and civilisation. 
Spanning nearly 500 years—from China’s Ming-
Qing Dynasties, through revolutionary upheavals, 
World Wars and Cold War, to China’s current global 
ascendancy—these Sino-Luso interfaces involved other 
players (the Spanish, Dutch, Brit ish, Japanese and 
American) and triggered external ramifi cations beyond 
the Sino-Luso realm. Besides being the China market 
entry port and a major sta tion on the maritime Silk 
Road for traders, Macao served as a crucial soft-power 
transmission belt for cross-border cultural-religious 
fusions.

Building on such moral-political forces and 
facilitated by kinship links, pan-Cantonese socio-
cultural solidarity and PRD-local/Guangdong provin-
cial networks, Sun Yat Sen was able to mobilise many 
Macao Chinese residents in his anti-imperialism 
endeavours as frontline vanguards, grassroots enforcers 
and mass supporters in defending Chinese national 
interests in various Luso-Macao-mainland China 
confl icts that punctuated the early republican era. Th e 
fact that the China market had been crucial to Macao’s 
economic survival un derlined the enclave-mainland 
relationship.

From the July 1920 Sino-Luso naval incident 
in Macao water amid Sun’s anti-warlord campaigns, 
the general strikes by Macao Chinese workers in 
May and October 1922, to the late 1923 Maritime 
Customs surplus dispute (in which a Portuguese 
gunboat was dispatched from Macao to Canton to 
join the fi ve imperialist powers’ ‘gunboat diplomacy’ 
to exert military pressure on Sun with a combined 
fleet of twenty foreign warships anchored in the 
Pearl River facing Canton city), Sun Yat Sen and his 
KMT comrades did their best to undermine foreign 
control on Chi nese soil, and in the particular case 
of Macao—the fi rst and most enduring symbol of 
Western imperialism obstructing modern China’s 
quest for national sovereignty—international equality 
and territorial integrity. As long as Macao remained 
under Portuguese rule, it would always become an 
easy and ready target for Sun’s National Revolution 

that was headquartered in neighbouring Canton. One 
might be tempted to argue that Sun Yat Sen felt so 
strongly for his ‘second hometown’—Macao—that he 
was keenly delighted at the prospect of its liberation 
from Luso domination, not withstanding the fact that 
the Portuguese were perhaps, in a relative sense and 
in comparative terms, the least militant among the 
Western powers encroaching Chinese national inter ests 
at the turn of the 20th century.

Besides its long occupation of Macao, Portugal 
(unlike Britain, France, Russia or the upstart imperialists 
Germany and Japan) did not hold any other colony, 
treaty port concession/settlement or ‘sphere of 
infl uence’ in China during the Chinese 1842-1942 
‘century of humiliation’. In fact, even at the height of 
the collective imperialist assaults on China during the 
1900 Boxer crisis, Portugal contributed the smallest 
number of its armed personnel to the eight-nation joint 
military expeditionary forces that went into China. 
Th e Luso contingent dispatched to the China front 
entailed only a few naval ves sels with a few hundred 
troops mainly to evacuate Portuguese nationals from 
threatened sites in China. Still these cases of early 1920s 
enclave-mainland discords, just like the earlier episodes 
of Sino-Luso armed confl icts involving Macao in the 
mid-19th century, have vividly testifi ed to the fact that 
China can survive without Macao, but the reverse is 
defi nitely problematic, as later events in 1966-1967 
have confi rmed. Th is simple fact had been a signifi cant 
factor in the Sino-Luso interface involving colonial 
Macao until the 1999 handover when Sun Yat Sen’s 
dream for a unifi ed China moved a step closer to total 
fulfi lment with the resumption of Chinese rule in 
China’s Macao SAR.

Unfolded in and around Macao has been a 
signifi cant East-West ex change with global implications 
during the half millennium from Portuguese explorer 
Vasco da Gama’s 1498 arrival in India to its own 1999 
retrocession to Chinese rule that ended centuries 
of European colonialism in Asia. As a whole, Sun 
Yat Sen’s fi ve-decade long Luso-Macao interface as 
delineated in the above pages might seem a relatively 
brief interlude, only a short 10% of the full fi ve-
century span in the Sino-Luso relationship. Yet 
its profoundly rich historical meanings with great 
complexities, strong realpolitik impact and long-term 
international implications could not be too lightly 
overlooked. Indeed, these Luso-Macao dimensions of 

new RCI.41.SG.11.03.indd   104 6/6/13   12:42 PM



1052013 � 41 � Review of Culture

THE LUSOMACAO DIMENSIONS OF SUN YAT SEN’S MODERN CHINESE REVOLUTION

MACAO STUDIES

the modern Chinese revolution under Sun Yat Sen’s 
leadership constitute highly exciting and extremely 
valuable chapters in two interrelated and still unfolding 
stories—the splendid Macao Story and the fascinating 
story of Sino-Luso interactive dynamics within the 
much larger chronicle of China’s historical engagement 
with the world and the contempo rary global outreach 
of an ascending China. By sketching some interesting 
fac ets in Sun Yat Sen’s Luso-Macao connections, this 
essay off ers a convincing set of solid historical evidence 
to buttress and reconfi rm the vital historical functions 
and critical strategic roles performed by Macao in the 
broad horizon of China’s intensifying global embrace. 
Indeed, Macao functioned not only as a historical hub 
of Sino-Western dynamics, but it has recently assumed 
new van guard, bridging and operational functions in 
the PRC’s growing outreach to the Lusophone bloc 
of Portuguese-speaking countries in Asia, Europe, 
Africa and Latin America. Informed references to the 
relevant military, political, dip lomatic, economic and 
socio-cultural episodes and turning points in Macao’s 

historical repertoire will defi nitely enhance our current 
appreciation of and popular support for the multi-
faceted Macao factor in China’s global embrace with a 
Luso fl avour in the years ahead.

In closing, it will be deeply appreciated by this 
essay’s author and also those interested in the Luso-
Macao elements that had impacted on Sun Yat Sen’s 
revolutionary movements if academic experts in the 
fi eld of Sino-Luso-Macao historical relations are willing 
to bring forth their learned scholarship, analytical 
insights, factual knowledge, multi-lingual documentary 
references, and interpretive capacities toward a more 
systematic articulation of the follow ing major points 
in order to advance our collective understanding of the 
vital but still under-studied areas in the Luso-Macao 
dimensions of modern China’s transformation. More 
informed scholarly eff orts are needed to discover and 
analyze the four topical areas below:

(1) Th e direct impact and indirect eff ects of 
major developments in ear ly 20th century Portuguese 
revolutionary repertoire as stimulants to Sun Yat Sen’s 

The Barrier Gate, 1913.
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own revolution for a new China. Two key turning 
point events in Portugal deserve special attention in this 
context—the 1 February 1908 assassination of King 
Carlos and Crown Prince Luis Filipe in Lisbon, and 
the 5 October 1910 Revolution that ended Portugal’s 
monarchy forever.

(2) Fuller details of the early interactive dynamics 
between the two newly-established republican 
regimes—the Republic of Portugal’s relationship with 
the Republic of China, especially the changes, if any, in 
Lisbon’s post-1910 policy towards Macao and China.

(3) Macao’s function as a ‘soft power’ transmission 
belt for Euro-style social democracy ideas and 
democratic socialism precepts via its Luso linage to 
influence Sun Yat Sen’s Three People’s Principles, 
especially on the ‘people’s livelihood’ discourse.

(4) Th e response of overseas Chinese, especially 
those in the Lusophone or Ibero-linked countries or 
those whose migratory traffi  c was proc essed through 
Macao, to the late Qing reformist and revolutionaries 
activities. Of the 86 Revolutionary Alliance partisans 
killed in the April 1911 Canton uprising, over a third 
(38) had overseas experience. It will be interesting to 
fi nd out how many among these 38 overseas returnees 
were from Luso-Ibero domains.

All further research and documentation eff orts 
on these topics will eventually yield a fruitful harvest 
to enhance our appreciation of the Luso-Macao factor 
shaping modern China’s revolutionary transformation. 
Without any doubt, all such new fi ndings will further 
enrich the historical foundation of the fast unfolding 
Sino-Luso bloc cooperative dynamics of the 21st 

century.
Today, 120 years after Sun Yat Sen commenced 

his medical practice there, a full-length bronze statue 
of him stands tall at Kiang Wu Hospital’s courtyard in 

Macao. Two more Sun Yat Sen statues grace Macao, 
one at the Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall and the other 
as the centre-piece in the Sun Yat Sen Park in Macao 
Peninsula’s northwest, near Barrier Gate, the land 
crossing with Guangdong. Encompassing some 70,000 
square meters (17.3 acres), it is Macao Peninsula’s largest 
park. Th e park fi rst opened in 1987 as the Canal dos 
Patos Park to commemorate Sino-Luso friendship. (Th e 
Sino-Luso Joint Declaration on Macao’s 20 December 
1999 revision to China was signed in April 1987). 
Th en in 1990, when a full-length Sun Yat Sen bronze 
statue was placed at the park entrance, it was renamed 
the Sun Yat Sen Park. In honouring Sun Yat Sen with 
his much cherished local ties, Macao also celebrates 
its own unique historical contributions to Sino-global 
interface and its vital functional role in China’s ongoing 
transformation. Indeed, further eff orts are still needed 
to fully actualise Sun Yat Sen’s life-long pursuit of 
his grand vision for a new China—a China that is 
independent, united, modern, strong and affl  uent, and 
above all, free and democratic. On this score, China’s 
Macao SAR, with its historically signifi cant global 
heritage and deep-seated, multi-layered linkages to 
Sun Yat Sen’s revolutionary legacy, will defi nitely have 
a meaningful role to play. 

Author’s Note: Earlier and shorter versions of this essay were previously 
presented at (1) Th e Colloquium on ‘Sun Yat Sen – A Fundação da Repíblica 
na China e Macau’ organised by the International Institute of Macau and 
hosted by Sociedade Histórica da Independência de Portugal at Palácio 
da Independência, Lisbon, 22 June 2011; (2) Th e Second International 
Conference on Macaology, hosted by Instituto do Oriente, Universidade 
Técnica de Lisboa, Lisbon, 20 October 2011.

new RCI.41.SG.11.03.indd   106 6/6/13   12:42 PM



1072013 � 41 � Review of Culture

THE LUSOMACAO DIMENSIONS OF SUN YAT SEN’S MODERN CHINESE REVOLUTION

MACAO STUDIES

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aomen Ribao 澳門日報.
Aomen Yanjiu 澳門研究.
Aomen Lishi Yanjiu 澳門歷史研究.
Wenhua Zazhi 文化杂志 nos. 80, 81 (2011), 82, 83, 84 (2012).
Bergère, Marie-Claire. Sun Yat-sen. Stanford: Stanford University 

Press, 1998.
Bessa, Carlos Gomes. Macau e a Implantação da República na China. 

Macao: Fundação Macau, 1999.
Chan, Ming K. ‘Gunboat Diplomacy on the Pearl River: Th e 

Canton Customs Incidents and Sino-British Relations in 
the mid-1920s’. In Essays on the History of Chinese Maritime 
Customs, edited by Alice Ng and P.Y. Ho. Hong Kong: 
Chung Chi College, Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
1997.

——. ‘Labor Activism in Early Republican China, 1912-1922’. 
In Proceedings of the Conference on the Early History of the 
Republic of China 1912-1927. Taipei: Institute of Modern 
History, Academia Sinica, 1984.

——. ‘Limits to Effective National Leadership Aspirations: 
Cantonese Elites in Republican Era Chinese Political Power 
Alignment’. In Political Elites in Republican China, edited 
by Fang-shang Lu. Hong Kong: Commercial Press, 2009.

——. ‘Nationalism, Localism, and Revolutionary Mobilization: 
Sun Yat-sen & the Labor Movement in South China’. 
Proceedings of Conference on Sun Yat-sen and Modern China. 
Taipei, 1986.

——. ‘Patriotic Mobilizations of Hong Kong Chinese in the Early 
 Republican Era, 1912-1919’. In Tradition and Metamorphosis 

in Modern Chinese History, edited by Yen-Ping Hao and Wei 
Hsiu-Mei. Taipei: Institute of Modern History, Academia 
Sinica, 1998.

——. ‘Patterns of Urban Mass Mobilization in Late Qing and 
Early Republican China’. External Economic Relations and 
China’s Modernization, K.Y. Zhang and Y. Zhu, eds. Wuhan: 
Central China Normal University Press, 1990.

——. ‘A Turning Point in the Modern Chinese Revolution: Th e 
Historical Signifi cance of the Canton Decade, 1917-27’. In 
Remapping China: Fissures in Historical Terrain, edited by 
E. Honig, G. Hershatter and R. Stross. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1996.

—— ed. Precarious Balance: Hong Kong Between China and Britain, 
1842-1992. Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1994.

—— Shiu-Hing Lo. Historical Dictionary of the Hong Kong SAR 
and the Macao SAR. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 2006.

Chen Mingqiu 陳明銶. Xianggang yu Zhongguo Gongyun Huigu 
香港與中國工運回顧 (Perspectives on the Hong Kong 
& Chinese Labour Movement). Hong Kong: CIC, 1985.

—— ed. Lingnan Jindai Shilun: Guangdong yu Yue Gang Guanxi, 
1900-1938 嶺南近代史論：廣東與粵港關係，1900-
1938 (Perspectives on Lingnan Modern History: Guangdong 
and its Hong Kong Links, 1900-1938). Hong Kong: 
Shangwu yinshuguan, 2010.

—— ed. Zhongguo yu Xianggang Gongyun Zongheng 中國與香
港工運縱橫 (Dimensions of the Chinese and Hong Kong 
Labour Movement). Hong Kong: CIC, 1985.

Chen Sanjin 陳三井.‘Liu Ou Zhishiqun yu Sun Zhongshan 
Geming “Xinhaigeming Bainian Huigu” Guoji Xueshu 
Taolunhui Lunwen’ 留歐知識群与孫中山革命「辛亥革
命百年回顧」国际学朮討会論文 (Chinese Intellectuals 
in Europe and the 1911 Revolution. An Essay on the 
International Conference in Centennial Commemoration 
of the 1911 Revolution). Taipei: Zhongyang yanjiuyuan 
jindai shisuo and Zhongli: zhongyang daxue renwen yanjiu 
zhongxin, 2011.

Chen Xiqi 陳錫祺. Sun Zhongshan yu Xinhai Geming Lunji 孫
中山與辛亥革命論集 (A Collection of Research on 
Sun Zhongshan and the 1911 Revolution). Guangzhou: 
Zhongshan Daxue chubanshe, 1984.

——. Tongmenghui Chengli qian de Sun Zhongshan 同盟會成
立前的孫中山 (Sun Yat Sen Before the Founding of 
Tongmenghui). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 
1984.

Cheng, Christina Miu Bing. Macau: A Cultural Janus. Hong Kong: 
Hong Kong University Press, 1999. 

Cheng Meibao 程美寶. Diyu Wenhua yu Guojia Rentong 地域文化
與國家認同 (Local Culture and National Identity). Beijing: 
Sanlian shudian, 2006.

Chu Wanmin 除萬民. Sun Zhongshan Yanjiu Lunji: Jinian 
Xinhaigemin Jiushi Zhounian 孫中山研究論集：紀念辛亥
革命九十周年 (A Collection of Research on Sun Yat Sen: 
In Memory of the 90th Anniversary of the 1911 Revolution). 
Beijing: Beijing tushuguan chubanshe, 2001.

Clayton, Cathryn H. Sovereignty at the Edge: Macau and the Question 
of Chineseness. Cambridge. Mass: Harvard University Press, 
2009.

Coates, Austin. A Macao Narrative. Hong Kong: Kong: Hong Kong 
University Press, 2009.

——. Macao and the British, 1637-1842: Prelude to Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong: Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2009.

Deng Kaisong 鄧開頌. Aomen Lishi, 1840-1949 澳門歷史，1840-
1949 (Macao History, 1840-1949). Zhuhai: Zhuhai 
chubanshe, 1999.

—— Lu Xiaomin 陸曉敏 eds.. Yuegang’ao Jindai Guanxi Shi 粵
港澳近代關係史 (Modern Relationship between Canton, 
Hong Kong and Macao). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin 
chubanshe, 1996.

Ding Shenzun 丁身尊 ed. Guangdong Minguoshi 廣東民國史 
(History of Guangdong in Republic Era), 2 vols. Guangzhou: 
Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 2003

Ding Xuguang 丁旭光. Sun Zhongshan yu Jindai Guangdong 
Shehui 孫中山與近代廣東社會 (Sun Yat Sen and Modern 
Guangdong Society). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin 
chubanshe, 1999.

Duan Yunzhang 段云章. Sun Zhongsan 孫中山 (Sun Yat Sen). 
Nanjing: Jiangsu Guji chubanshe, 1984.

Fei Chengkang 費成康. Macao 400 Years. Transl. by Wang Yintong 
王寅通. Shanghai: Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, 
1995. 

Feng Ziyou 馮自由. Zhonghua Minguo Kaiguo qian Gemingshi 中
華民國開國前革命史 (History of the Revolution Before 

new RCI.41.SG.11.03.indd   107 6/6/13   12:42 PM



108 Revista de Cultura � 41 � 2013

MING K. CHAN

ESTUDOS DE MACAU

the Founding of the Republic of China). Guilin: Guangxi 
shifan daxue chubanshe, 2011.

Gao Liangzuo 高良佐. Sun Zhongshan Xianshen Zhuan 孫中山
先生傳 (A Biography of Dr Sun Yat Sen). Lanzhou: Gansu 
renmin chubanshe, 2006.

Gong Bohong 龔伯洪 ed. Guangfu Huaqiao Huarenshi 廣府華
僑華人史 (History of Overseas Chinese from Guangdong). 
Guangzhou: Guangdong gaodeng jiaoyu chubanshe, 2003.

Guangdong Sheng Dang’anguan 廣東省檔案館. Guangdong 
Aomen Dang’an Shiliao Xuanbian 廣東澳門檔案史料選編 
(Selected Documents on Guangdong and Macao History). 
Beijing: Zhongguo dang’an chubanshe, 1999. 

Guangdong Sheng Difang Shizhi Bianzuan Weiyuanhui 廣東省地
方史誌編纂委員會 ed. Guangdong Shengzhi - Zhengquan 
Zhi 廣東省誌－政權誌 (Chronicles of Guangdong 
Province: Chronicles of Politics). Guangzhou: Guangdong 
renmin chubanshe, 2003. 

——. Guangdong Shengzhi - Yuegangao Guanxi Zhi 廣東省
志－粵港澳關係志 (Chronicles of Guangdong Province: 
Chronicles of the Relationship of Canton, Hong Kong and 
Macao). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 2004.

Guangdong Sheng Zhengxie Wenshi Ziliao Yanjiu Weiyuanhui 
廣東省政協文史資料研究委員會 Guangdong Wenshi 
Ziliao 廣東文史資料 (Guangdong Literary and Historical 
Achieves). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe.

——. Jindai Guangdong Mingrenlu 近代廣東名人錄 (Who’s Who 
in Guangzhou), 2 vols. Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin 
chubanshe, 1986/1989.

Guangdong Zhengxie Wenshi Ziliao Yanjiu Weiyuanhui 廣州政
協文史資料研究委員會. Guangdong Wenshi Ziliao 廣州
文史資料 (Guangdong Literary and Historical Achieves). 
Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe.

Ho Wai Kit 何偉杰. Aomen: Ducheng Yiwai de Wenhua Neihan 
澳门：賭城以外的文化內涵. Hong Kong: Xianggang 
chenshi daxue chubanshe, 2011.

——. Aomen yu Zhongguo Guomingeming Yanjiu: 1905-1926 澳
門與中國國民革命研究：1905年至1926年 (Macao in 
the Chinese National Revolution: 1905-1926). Xianggang 
zhongwen daxue lishi xuexi boshi xuewei Lunwen, 2009.

Huang Hongzhao 黃鴻釗. Aomen Shi 澳門史 (Macao History). 
Hong Kong: Shangwu yinshuguan, 1987.

—— ed. Zhong Pu Aomen Jiaoshe Shiliao 中葡澳門交涉史料 
(Historical Data on Negotiation Between China and Portugal 
on Macao Issues). Macao: Aomen jijinghui, 1998.

Huang Shuping 黃淑娉 ed. Guangdong Zuqun yu Quyu 
Wenhua Yanjiu 廣東族群與區域文化研究 (Research on 
Guangdong Regional Ethnicity). Guangzhou: Guangdong 
gaodeng jiaoyu chubanshe, 1999.

Huang Yan 黃彥. Sun Zhongshan Yanjiu he Shiliao Bianzuan 孫中
山研究和史料編纂 (Research and Historical Data on Sun 
Yat Sen). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 1996.

Fok Kai Cheong 霍启昌. Gang’ao Dang’an Zhong de Xinhaigeming 
港澳擋案中的辛亥革命 (1911 Revolution in Hong Kong 
and Macao Archives). Hong Kong: Sangwu yinshuguan, 2011.

——. Jinian Xinhaigeming Chenggong Yibai Zhounian: Mianhuai 
Sun Zhongshan Aomen Geming Zhiyou Feinandi 紀念辛亥
革命成功一百周年：緬怀孫中山澳门革命摯友飞南

第 (Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the 1911 
Revolution: In Memory of Sun Yat Sen’s Revolution Ally Fei 
Nandi). Macao: Aomen guoji yanjiusuo, 2011.

Jiang Yongjing 蔣永敬. Sun Zhongshan yu Zhongguo Geming 孫中
山與中國革命 (Sun Yat Sen and the Chinese Revolution). 
Taipei: Guoshiguan, 2000.

Jin Chongji 金冲及. Sun Zhongshan he Xinhai Geming 孫中山和辛
亥革命 (Sun Yat Sen and the 1911 Revolution). Guangzhou: 
Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 1996.

Li Changsen 李長森. Jindai Aomen Waibao Shigao 近代澳門外
報史稿 (Manuscripts of Foreign Newspapers in Modern 
Macao). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 2010.

Li Shoupeng 李守鵬. Wang Pengsheng 汪鵬生, Ni Sanhao 倪
三好. Sun Zhongshan Quanzhuan 孫中山全傳 (Complete 
Biography of Sun Yat Sen). Nanchang: Jiangxi renmin 
chubanshe, 1996.

Li Xiangyu 李向玉 ed. Xinhaigeming yu Aomen Xueshu Yantaohui 
Lunwenji 辛亥革命与澳门学朮研討会論文集 (Essay 
Collections on the Academic Conference on ‘Th e Xinhai 
Revolution and Macao’). Macao: Aomen ligong xueyuan, 
2012.

Li Zhigang 黎志剛. ‘Xiangshan he Xinhaigeming “Xinhaigeming 
bainianhuigu” Guoji Xueshu Taolunhui Lunwen’ 香山和
辛亥革命「辛亥革命百年回顧」国际学朮討論会論

文 (‘Xiangshan and the 1911 Revolution’. An Essay on the 
International Conference in Centennial Commemoration 
of the 1911 Revolution). Taipei: Zhongyang yanjiuyuan 
jindaishisuo and Zhongli: Zhongyang daxue renwen yanjiu 
zhongxin, 2011.

Lin Jiayou 林家有. Sun Zhongshan yu Xinhaigeming shi Yanjiu de 
Xinshenshi 孫中山與辛亥革命史研究的新審視 (New 
Perspectives on the Researches on Sun Yat Sen and the 1911 
Revolution). Guangzhou: Guangdong jiaoyu chubanshe, 
2007.

——. Sun Zhongshan yu Jindai Zhongguo de Juexing 孫中山與近
代中國的覺醒 (Sun Yat Sen and the Awakening of Modern 
China). Guangzhou: Zhongshan Daxue chubanshe, 2000.

Lin Tienwei 林天蔚 ed. Lingnan Wenhua Xin Tanjiu Lunwenji 嶺
南文化新探究論文集 (A New Approach to the Studies of 
Lingnan Culture). Hong Kong: Xiandai jiaoyu yanjiushe, 
1996.

Liu Manrong 劉曼容. Sun Zhongshan yu Zhongguo Guomin Geming 
孫中山與中國國民革命 (Sun Yat Sen and the Chinese 
National Revolution). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin 
chubanshe, 1996.

Liu Xianbing 劉羡冰. Xinhai Bainian Zai Sikao 辛亥百年再思考 
(Rethinking the 100th Anniversary of the Xinhai Revolution 
of 1911). Macao: Aomen ligong xueyuan, 2012.

Qiu Jie 邱捷. Sun Zhongshan Lingdao de Geming Yundong yu 
Qingmo Minchu de Guangdong 孫中山領導的革命運
動與清末民初的廣東 (Sun Yat Sen’s Revolutionary 
Movements and Guangdong during Late Qing Dynasty and 
Early Republic of China). Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin 
chubanshe, 1996.

Qin Xiaoyi 秦孝儀 ed. Guofu Quanji 國父全集 (Th e Complete 
Works of Dr Sun Yat Sen). Taipei: Jindai Zhongguo 
chubanshe, 1989.

new RCI.41.SG.11.03.indd   108 6/6/13   12:42 PM



1092013 � 41 � Review of Culture

THE LUSOMACAO DIMENSIONS OF SUN YAT SEN’S MODERN CHINESE REVOLUTION

MACAO STUDIES

Rangel, Jorge A. H. ‘Sun Yat Sen e Macau’. Jornal Tribuna de Macau, 
23 April 2007.

——. ‘Sun Yat Sen, Macau e a República’. Jornal Tribuna de Macau, 
11 July 2011. 

Ren Guixiang 任貴祥. Sun Zhongshan yu Huaqiao 孫中山與華僑 
(Sun Yat Sen and Overseas Chinese). Harbin: Heilongjiang 
renmin chubanshe, 1998.

Saldanha, António Vasconcelos de. Sun Yat-Sen e a Fundação da 
República Chinesa Vista de Portugal: Uma Aproximação 
Política e Diplomática. Macao: Instituto Internacional de 
Macau, 2011.

Shang Mingxuan 尚明軒. Sun Zhongshan Zhuan 孫中山傳 
(A Biography of Sun Yat Sen). Beijing: Wenhua yishu 
chubanshe, 2008.

Sharman, Lyon. Sun Yat-Sen, His Life and Its Meaning: A Critical 
Biography. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1934.

Shen Feide 沈飞德. Minguo Di Yi Jia 民国第一家 (First Family in 
Republic of China). Shanghai: Shanghai renmin chubanshe, 
2002.

Shen Weibin 沈渭濱. Sun Zhongshan yu Xinhaigeming 孫中山与
辛亥革命(Sun Yat Sen and the 1911 Revolution). Shanghai: 
Shanghai renmin chubanshe, 1993.

Sheng Yonghua 盛永華, Zhao Wenfang 趙文房, Zhang Lei. Sun 
Zhongshan yu Aomen 孫中山與澳門 (Sun Yat Sen and 
Macao). Beijing: Wenwu chubanshe, 1996.

Sun Zhongshan Xiansheng yu Jindai Zhongguo Xueshu Taolunji 
Bianji Weiyuanhui 孫中山先生與近代中國學術討論集
編輯委員會. Sun Zhongshan Xiansheng yu Jindai Zhongguo 
Xueshu Taolunji 孫中山先生與近代中國學術討論集 (A 
Discussion on Sun Yat Sen and Modern China). Taipei: Sun 
Zhongshan xiansheng yu jindai Zhongguo xueshu taolunji 
weiyuanhui, 1985.

Wan Ming 万明. Zhong Pu Zaoqi Guanxishi 中葡早期關系史 
(History of the Early Relationship Between China and 
Portugal). Beijing: Shehui kexue wenxian chubanshe, 
2001.

Wang Yunchang 王允昌. Sun Zhongshan yu Aomen 孫中山與
澳門 (Sun Yat Sen and Macao). Taipei: Yushufang, 2011.

Wu Xiangxiang 吳相湘. Sun Yixian Xiansheng Zhuan 孫逸仙
先生傳 (Biography of Dr Sun Yat Sen). Taipei: Yuandong 
Tushu, 1982.

Yang Hongyu 楊宏雨. Kua Shiji de Chensi; Sun Zhongshan, Liang 
Qichao, Zhang Jian Shehui Jingji Gaizao Guan 跨世紀的沉
思；孫中山，梁啟超，張謇社會經濟改造觀 (A Cross-
century Ponder; Sun Yat Sen, Liang Qichao and Zhang Jian). 
Changcuan: Jilin chubanshe, 2005.

Zhang Kaiyuan 章開沅, Lin Zengping 林增平 eds. Xinhai 
Geming Shi 辛亥革命史 (History of the 1911 Revolution). 
Shanghai: Dongfang chubanshe, 2010.

Zhang Lei 張磊, Sheng Yunhua, Fok Kai Cheong. Aomen: Sun 
Zhongshan de Waixiang Menhu he Shehui Wutai 澳門：
孫中山的外向門戶和社會舞台 (Macao: Sun Yat Sen’s 
Gateway to the World and Stage to Society). Macao: Aomen 
Daxue, 1996.

Zhang Yufa 張玉法. Qingji de Geming Tuanti 清季的革命團體 
(Revolutional Association in Qing Dynasty). Beijing: Beijing 
Daxue chubanshe, 2011.

Zhang Xizhe 張希哲, Chen Sanjing 陳三井 eds. Huaqiao yu Sun 
Zhongshan Xiansheng Lingdao di Guomin Geming Xueshu 
Yantaohui Lunwenji 華僑與孫中山先生領導的國民革命
學術研討會論文集 (Overseas Chinese and the National 
Revolution Led by Dr Sun Yat Sen). Taipei: Guoshiguan, 
1997.

Zhongguo Renmin Zhengzhi Xieshang Huiyi Guangdong 
Weiyuanhui 中國人民政治協商會議廣東委員會 , 
Wenshi Ziliao Yanjiu Weiyuanhui 文史資料研究委員
會 ed. Guangdong Xinhai Geming Shiliao 廣東辛亥革命
史料 (Historical Data on Guangdong 1911 Revolution). 
Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 1981.

Zhu Xiuxia 祝秀俠. Yuehai Jiuwenlu 粵海舊聞錄 (Old News 
Records on Guangdong and Hainan). 2 vols. Taipei: 
Zhongwai tushu chubanshe, 1980.

new RCI.41.SG.11.03.indd   109 6/6/13   12:42 PM


