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And so saying, the threa coarss brutes of bulli v
the Baptist Christians to go on with their mb:rd”:?:::::g
meeling. Alfter it was over they sat long conjecturing what woald
come next and what should be doms. To add to their digmay, &
relative of some of the members—not a Christian himself—cua
slippiog in. Ho lives near 1o the quarter where A-ming’s foilowery
wore. Having just closed his shop for the nisht he came to whisper
to them that A-ming and some others were geiting some weapons
ready.  What they wora going to do bo professed not t know, bat
he thought his Baptist kinsmen ooght to be on their goard. He
told thom slso tiat the pastor aod the sohool teacher bad
better stay inside tho village that night, aod theo he slipped
quiotly away again,

What teok place some two or thres hoors later idni
when the chapel mas attacked in force by A-ming u.: ':i:h:::;'
ang when the leador, while trying to fores his way in, was n-tlﬂ;
nnd stanned by s chance blow and lof & enptive,—all thi
followed, remains to bo told, ESt et mist

(To be continued,)

The Christian Literature Suited to the Bducated
Classes of China.®

RY THE REV. GILDERT REp,

N disenssing this theme it is not my intention to push forward
any schome of my owa, [ simply desire to point out the larger
possibilities which are arising to-day befors all sach Socisties

as this North-China Tencs Scciety. With every possibility thero is
linked the question, * What means should be adopted o make the
possibility a reality 7" A consideration of (he poasibilities stirs
the sonl to d enthosiasm and inspi . A stody of “ the
wiys and means” produces caution and prudence, leads to s dis-
imination of the inl and ial and gives due beed to
“the fitness of things."

It is quito pssaibla that & great deal which is suited to one class
of people will also be svited to every other class, Tha more this is
realized tho mora evidant will it be that Divinity has been at work,
and the nearer dawas the day of perfection. The religion of Jesas
Christ, coming forth from the supreme perfection of the Father, bas
already proved its innate capacity to it into all lives, thrive in all

* Annial address bafors the North-China Tract Society, delivered i
May 22nd, 1596, ’ it

15896.] THE CHRISTIAY LITERATURS SUITRD, KT0. 375
pations, satisfy the craviogs of sll troublad hearts, aud gaio its dis-
ciples from ovecy geade of sacisty and of every degreo of education.
We weed have no doabt that the best of Gud is the best for man.

Man, however, is & bundle of wayward prejudices. He lasa
reascy, bas is ever acliog bly. He bas i but
his deeds aod words xre withous cosscience. Ho was mesnt for
God, but he is ovor misanderstanding God and making unto himself
gods of his own imagination. His blindasss aud projudice aro '
iotensified and ch ieed by ol the p ies of his training
all the tendeucies of his horedity, all the rules aud opiuioos of
bis class.  Tuis the hacdest of all tasks to instract man ws to who
God is, o why Christ, who was bocu in Judws, sboald bo taken se
the express image of God's person.

There bave bean those who have claimed that oo Cbivaman
can become a Christian, This, bowever, to nrgue a priori, i to
deuy the inhereut aduptability of God's wise plags, or the macvellous
power of astenction which Clirist’s compassion has always p i
At the same time, we, who beliove that (lod's power tw save the
world bas at vo time and vowhere died nway, have donbiless more
than onco been foroed into the opiuion thut of sll the uations of the
world Chins presents tho wost stupeadous task for convering to
Olristinoity. Tt is even more governlly beld that tho educat-
od olasses of Chioa, the influcotinl Kierati, ave the wost obatioate,
impreguable aud hopaless of all.

For this reason, uoting sccarnloly the eonditiovs of life in
Chios, and moasuring sright our stroogess aulagunists, it has oce
carred 10 me that it might be profitablo to inquire what kind of
religions literature is best suited to those who forw the educated
clusses of Chins,

I muss confess that my argument must be abstract rather than

te, nogative rather than pasitive, for thus far [ have found wa
bave vory little Christian literature which the proud Caivess scholar
even cares 1o read, nnd ssill less will praise. [+ may be thas this ia
» sign of his total depravity and disgustiog contrariness, but L am
still inclined to thisk that vove of us have made as much of » study
es we should as to ths best way to present to such mon on the
printed psye the twuths of our roligiva. Noarly all whioh bas beeu
written kas besn written uoder the more convenient direction of
one’s own thougbts, or the satural expansion of a theme, u text, s
truth, with little regard to the andicuce addressed. Tn some cosas
notice bas boen takea of the person addressed, but even theu she
person was the average reader rather than ono of the better educat-
od classes. I have no books of wy own to offer as & modol, aud I
doabs if T shall ever be able to meet oven my owu views as to whag
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