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SPOKEN LANGUAGE AND FAMILIARSTYLE.

Tux Chinese Iangaage, cither as found preserved 1o ancient bocks,
or employed i1n duily use, has s appropriate and peculiar beauties, 1o
which the mumionaries for the most part do not sufficiently atiend.
Hence the small pumber of those, who, to sy mothing of compomi.
tion, can even spenk the language with sny degree of propriety.
Hince, therefore, | bave now undertaken to elucidate the peculiar
genius and iatrinsic beaaty of the Chiness language, and in this Fimt
Part am restricted to the court dialect, ay spoken by men of rank and
education, | deem it proper to commence wilh pointing out some of
the worka ftom which | bave derived what | am about lo say; at
1 only v, howeves, to me the more important.  All are
rediced o comedien, and small works ealled FI\ :iﬁ ndu shwok.
The firt to be oblained is the Iﬁ}\ 'ﬁ ﬁl Yuen jin Peh chung ;
this collection containe a hundred comedies, which were first pubilish.

ed under the ji; Yuen dynasty ; no ooe of them embraces e than
four or five scenes. ‘The second is the Sheurhu Chuen ;k };-i f# s
but in order to appreciate the intriomic excellonce of thie work, it
will be desirable to obtain it as published by the ingenious Kin Shang.
in, > P gl with notes, by which he first disclosed the admirable
artifice of the nuthor. To this legead, which w itself drawn ool to &
great length, containing fificen books (kisen A0 some others, much
shorter will be ndded ; such are the Mw-tu Tuen, B2 ) 48, Sing.
Sung lii, N2 [ g Hau-bi Chues, §F SR, Yobokiau Lo
ﬁilf) [, &e. Moreovar, each one of thess siau shwob is in four of
five volumes, containing from sixteen to twenty chapters (hwa [d]).
The first part of this work consists of three chapters, of which the first
will explain the grammatical principies and construction of the com.
mon dinlect; the second allustrates the peculinr genius of the
language, as it appears in the use of parlicke and figures of spcoch ;
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