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Reminiscéncia no Templo Xingfu

Rolo ¢ Seda a cores
36,3cm x 85cm * 1674/10/06
Wu Li

Esta obra foi feita pelo artista em memdria do seu bom
amigo Mo Rong, um monge do templo Xingfu em Jiangsu que
nutria grande interesse pela caligrafia e pela pintura. O rolo data
da época em que o artista ja se convertera ao catolicismo.

O templo Xingfu € uma paisagem desolada: fora do muro,
os ramos murchos baloicam ao vento; no interior, ndo se vé
ninguém excepto um grou branco solitdrio junto a um pinheiro
isolado. A cena expressa o profundo pesar do artista por um
amigo desaparecido. As drvores apresentam-se em planos
distintos e estdo desenhadas de forma natural, entrelagadas. O
muro serpenteante a direita cria um efeito de profundidade, uma
ideia original do artista. As fortes tonalidades de azul, verde e
branco sio intensas sem serem exageradas. E uma obra
representativa do periodo da meia-idade de Wu Li, no qual
assimilou os vdrios estilos dos artistas Song e Ming embora
injectando neles as suas proprias ideias de composigdo.

Wu Li, também conhecido por Qili e Yushan, era natural de
Changshu, em Jiangsu. Nasceu em 1632, durante a dinastia
Ming, e morreu em 1718, ja na dinastia Qing. Estudante dvido
desde muito cedo, era um letrado versdtil, com aptiddes
especiais para a pintura. Era da mesma idade que Wang Hui,
oriundo da mesma regido e que também foi aluno de Wang
Shimin. Ambos eram artistas de renome, incluindo-se entre os
Seis Grandes da época (Wang Hui, Wang Jian, Wang Shimin,
Wang Yuanqi, Wu Li e Yun Shouping). Quando a mée ¢ a
mulher morreram, tinha cerca de trinta anos e decidiu tornar-se
monge, vindo a conhecer Mo Rong no templo Xingfu. Mas,
ap6s a morte deste, converteu-se ao catolicismo. Passou algum
tempo em Macau, em busca de uma oportunidade para ir para
Roma estudar religido. Ndo o tendo conseguido, tornou-se um
missiondrio itinerante sob o nome cristdo de Simon Samuel.
Estes antecedentes levaram alguns a pensar que, em contacto
com a pintura ocidental, ele viria a assimilar as suas técnicas. Se
bem que na composicao, tendéncias e técnica de pincel seguisse
a tonica tradicional, Wu era mais livre que os outros quatro
Wang e mais predisposto a abandonar férmulas pré-concebidas.
Na tradigdo da pintura paisagistica chinesa, Wu soube recuar as
origens e assimilar as qualidades de muitos estilos. Wang Hui
descreveu-o como “definidor de novos pardmetros na pintura,
captando o melhor dos mestres Song e Yuan”, o que lhe
permitiu “criar um estilo préprio” entre os Seis Grandes do

periodo Qing.

Reminiscing at the Xingfu Temple

Scroll » Colour in fresh green on silk
36.3cm X 85cm « 1674/10/06
Wu Li

This was done by the artist in memory of his good friend, Mo
Rong, a monk at the Xingfu Temple in Jiangsu with an avid inter-
est in painting and calligraphy. The scroll was done at a time
when the artist was first converted to Catholicism.

The Xingfu Temple illustrated in the picture is a desolate
sight: beyond the wall, withered branches are shaking in the howl-
ing wind; inside the wall, no one is in sight in the study except one
lone white crane standing on the lone pine. The scene expresses
the artist’s deep mourning for a lost friend. The trees are in distin-
guishable layers and drawn in their natural interweaving form.
The meandering wall on the right stretches to create a convincing
depth on the picture plane — an original concept from the artist.
Strong variations of blues, greens and white are bold without be-
ing unbecoming. It is a representative work of the middle-age
period of Wu Li, in which he assimilated the various styles of
Song and Ming artists yet injecting concepts of composition of his
own.

Wu Li, also known as Qili and Yushan, was a native of
Changshu in Jiangsu. He was born in the 5th year of Emperor
Chongzhen’s reign of the Ming Dynasty (1632) and died in the
57" year of Kangxi’s reign in the Qing Dynasty (1718). An avid
learner since an early age, he was an all-round literati, with par-
ticular strength in painting. He was the same age as Wang Hui,
who came from the same area and also studied under Wang
Shimin. The two were outstanding as artists, being named among
the “Six Greats” of the time (Wang Hui, Wang Jian, Wang
Shimin, Wang Yuanqi, Wu Li and Yun Shouping). His mother
and his wife died when he was about thirty years old; he decided
to become a monk, thus getting to know Mo Rong at the Xingfu
Temple. But when Mo Rong died, he turned to Catholicism. He
spent some time in Macao, seeking a chance to go to Rome to
learn more about the religion. Unsuccessful in the pursuit, he be-
came a missionary travelling the seas, his Christian name being
Simon-Xavier a Cunha. This background led some to believe that
by coming into contact with Western paintings, he could borrow
the Western techniques. While the composition, mood and brush-
work of his paintings followed the traditional rut, he was freer
than the four Wang’s and more ready to break away from the pre-
scribed formulae. In the heritage of Chinese landscape painting,
Wu was able to trace back to the origins and assimilate the merits
of many styles. Wang Hui described him as “scaling new heights
in painting, and deriving from the best of the Song and Yuan mas-
ters”, thus “establishing a style of his own” among the Six Greats

of the Qing period.
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Uma Cena de Ansiada Chuva no Campo
Rolo * Tinta em papel 30,6cm x 256cm

Wu Li

Este é um exemplo da exceléncia artistica de Wu Li nos
tiltimos anos da sua carreira: a ambiéncia profunda e o elevado
estado de espirito, o uso parcimonioso do pincel e a disposi¢do
panordmica. As rochas sdo tratadas com um pincel seco, para
que a tinta na ponta dos pélos adira ao papel em camadas, e com
pintas de tonalidade sépia. O forte contraste de luz e sombra e a
riqueza da tinta sdo ao estilo de Huang Gongwang (1269-1354)
e Wang Meng, da dinastia Yuan. A utilizacdo alternada de claro
e escuro nas arvores denota a mio segura do artista na
aplicacdo de sombreados a tinta e faz lembrar a técnica de
pincel de Wu Zhen (1280-1354). Tanto a caligrafia como a

pintura fazem deste rolo uma obra-prima do artista.

A Scene of Much Welcomed
Rain in the Rural Areas
Scroll *Ink on paper 30.6cm X 256cm

Wu Li

This is an example of artistic excellence of Wu Li in the late
years of his life: the profound ambience and lofty mood, strin-
gent application of the brush and panoramic layout. The rocks
are rubbed with a dry brush so that the ink on the bristles would
be rubbed onto the paper in layers, and sepia-toned ink applied
in dots and also rubbed. The strong contrast of light and shade
and the richness of ink are after Huang Gongwang (1269 - 1354)
and Wang Meng of the Yuan Dynasty. The alternating use of
light and dark in the trees shows the sure hand of the artist in the
application of varying shades of ink and is reminiscent of the
brushwork of Wu Zhen (1280 - 1354). Both calligraphy and

painting make up a masterpiece from the artist.

o > Bk YRS o B I |0 oo 5B

CENERBRAT - FERT - NG R R R EN N

e

ENHHNR - PEWP - &)

5
(

BAMNER - AWHE - ST R ERBA RS

<&

{8 Mt ¥

oo (v
5

EARPDBI - HHEFFE -

N
4

e

b

e

# B R W o o

=
C

SR o NGB SN -
mNEENE R HE - WERE DI RE - BRI

8 B

&

N
/)

-

2 E

° G R B e

c EER

CEENE R

SR - B ) RE TR o SN DN

o

i

-

 BWERE

R e po - G R fey o Ot

I
o~

CHERAEE N HERRS

8 T b

C R RE - WNEDR

-
i

MR IR A

L
T

L

(BrHE - AR S -

- YR RN

i wt

B ¥k

- T

3

oo

DWEINEL o

(EFMIE) BE

W D B

Wo9Gg X Wo9'0¢




vV REE EECHK | EEN | - (FRRE) < F«9 192cm x 48.7cm

= _ : T
HWMM PETRQeY K _ . -
Sy te )
PR i sy 1 .A,
Foidm we N
%
i h“ \
J
»

v REE [EESK | EEN - (WEEER)

.

wEwl
RATART RN
WL RAARIT
B
IR ...“s.

v REE [EESK | B

Nt (FipteiE) K+4e 192cm x 48.7cm

»

]

Vv REE HEECHK | EENE - (IKEEF) €489 192cm x 48.7cm

B

v REE [EECK ] EENE - (ERZT) H4e 192cm x 48.7cm
B lg= ,
Baaweiad
alewm 3wl o
_—ESGMT 3
peaQITR :
o Rk
o

v REE [EELIKR | EENK . CEERE)

v REE [EZCH | EEND - (HPEE) $«4xe 192cmx 48.7cm
¥wvn P A
Ll egedhn
wined REEN T
*h‘&&'.&ﬂ
saimw b

v REE [EESR] BENS

SR

LS TN B -
Mﬁﬁ&a;ﬂ.ta.ﬂﬁi ;
“}ﬂ*.vﬁﬂ.‘ﬂkuc}_i.ﬂ

= wx

1393cm x 63.4cm  IREEE

FERERE

SN R
SR EEE




