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12 THE PROVERDS AND COMMON SAYINGS OF THE CHINESE. [January-

could not give up sance made from the so fish, (5 3 & 3 0 &
§2 B ). The doctrine of Filial Piety upon which the Chinese
lay so much stress, is, as has been often pointed ont, so entirely
defective in enforcing the duties of parents to children, that we
here find one of the weakest spots in the Chinese social system.

CHINESE SUPERSTITIONS.

MEDEIN 9P "H'V d P OUIPAOY) OP "IV AL IITO OLINILILSNI

The current superstitions of a people like the Chinese, are sure
to be reflected in their proverbial sayings. Tho popular ideas in
regard to those who are physically deformed in any way, have been
already adverted to. Many other notions far more unaccountabls,
are universally and firmly believed. Such, for ple is the tenet
that large ears are a token of great good fortune, and should they
be long enough to depend upon the shoulders, the pitch of felicity
attained by their happy owner would be extreme. This opinion is
an article of solemn faith with nearly all Chinese; it gives occasion,
bowever, for bantering sayings aimed at those who have some

= “’ P ~ t nh el Thns;

¢ When the head is big one's lnck is great, for happiness hangs
from the skin of the pate,” (3 K 7 & K 47 ¥ 7 B & £ ).

* Your mouth is big—that's luck for you, for happiness hangs
from its corners two,” (W A TE & k. H W E W A & L #)

‘Big feet—great lnck; we all suppose felicity hangs from the
tips of the toos,” (J§ K 78 4 A, 45 W % B 3R % L 30)

But while elephanting ears—like those of Sin Pei, which
depended to his shoulders, giving him such an amount of good for-
tune that he was enabled to found a dynasty,* are of great impor-
tance—they should not stand out from the head, as if flapping in the
wind, like the wings of a bird, for he who has sach appendages, is
sure to be the evil genius of his family ; (7§ H45 B, Bt % 61 5% #5).

Another superstition of the Chinese, is comnected with- the
raphis or groove in the middle of the upper lip—if it is long the
owner is certain to be long-lived, and not only so, but his age will be
in the direct ratio of the length of this little channel, (called A #s).

In illustration of this tenet it is related that the Emperor Han
Wu Ti (3 % ), in conversation with Tung Fang So (¥ 5 #1),
observed : ““I have read in the books on physiognomy (fff %) that if
the jen chung is an inch long, the man will live an hundred years ;
now mine is an inch and two tenths, so that I shall certainly live to
be more than o centary old.” Upon this Tung Fang burst into so
i d and trollable fit of laughter, as to surprise and
* To Sin Poi the eurrent saying is expecially applicable; * Both ears hanging o tho

shoulders—a wost illustvions wav, (i B F X & A).
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offend His Majesty, who demanded what he meant. “I was not
Jaughing at Your Majesty,” was the reply, “but at the idea of old
Pleng (# 1) of the Shang Dynasty, who lived 880 years, for the
in his lip must have reached from the top of his head to

bis chin!” Thereafter Wa Ti no longer believed in physiognomy.
The Chinese books on physiognomy give rales for the determination
of every doubtful point, with extreme minuteness, and the dicta of
these works have attained a carrency to which Lavater never aspired.
The following rules by which to measure beauty, are widely current,
and implicitly accepted. For Men; ‘Clear eyebrows, comely eyes; a
square face, and large ears; a straight nose and broad month ; a face
which looks as if it had been powdered, and lips which seem to have
been rubbed with vermillion’ (J§ #§ B %, i A F A ¥ O M,
T fn Bk 4, B & B %) For Women; Eyebrows like the leaf
of the willow; eyes like the kernel of the apricot; a mouth like
a cherry; a face shaped like a melon seed ; a waist like the poplar
and the willow, (B FHB B D, KT R 549 8.
A woman's face onght to be oval, wide at the top and narrow at the
bottom, like a water-melon seed. If these proportions are reversed,
the result is most unpleasing. She should sway gently in her walk
like the poplar and the willow in the wind, (B Bk i3 43 &1 T 3.

‘A twitching of the loft eye denotes wealth ; that of the right
eye signifies calamity,’ (2 WL B§ B, %5 WL Bk #B)-

‘He whose ears flap like a fan, is a monster who will ruin his
family,” (8 TF 45 B B % 63 5% 45)-

“When the tops of the ears of an old person hang down, and
are dry, he must be destined soon to enter his coffin,’ (£ A H i
FIL bR E AR

*IE the space behind the ear is not large enough for a finger,
though he be eighty years old, yet he will not die,’ (3. & 7 % i
At F &,

‘A man with round shoulders and a stooping back, will suffer
bitterness all his life,’ (5 J &f 1, — # ¥ B).

‘ He whose stops resonnd like the beating of a drum, will be
AR

‘ Small hands and lar, , & lifo of wretchedness,’
H"'H!Lb'ffﬂﬁ] ge (hF X

£ orefinger twitches, one is sure to have plenty to eat;’
(R0 B H % F R

. “Ifa boy is born with fingers like a girls, he will have a living
without effort,’ (3} & % F, 7 I & #). This is a dictum of the
books on physiognomy (41 ) and is regarded as indubitable. The
in question are both tepering and supple.
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