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Watercolor of the temple in Macao where the
first Sino-American treaty was signed in July
1844. clarifying the status of Americans in China
and granting to the United States commercial
privileges equal to those afforded to Great Britain.
Drawn by George R. West, the item is in the papers
of Caleb Cushing, the first American emissary to

China, who negotiated the treaty. (6
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Watercolor by George R. West of the
Buddhist Temple of the Goddess of Mercy,
Macao, China, where the first Sino-American
treaty was signed in 1844. (Caleb Cushing Papers).
The Buddhist Temple of the Goddess of Mercy,
located in the settlement of Wang-Hsia on the
island of Macao, the Portuguese colony lying off
the delta of the Canton River, was the site of the
signing of the Treaty of Wang-Hsia. [......] The
watercolor on paper of the Buddhist Temple at
Wang-Hsia was painted by George R. West (1811-
1877), who was included in Cushing's diplomatic

entourage as an official painter. ('®)
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